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The National Society of Denture Prosthetists

T

he primary driving force for the creation of any new organization is “necessity.” As the
National Society of Denture Prosthetists (Society/NSDP) began to form, it needed to
determine what goals and organizational structure would be necessary to fulfill that
need.1 Decisions would be required as to the educational methodology to be developed for
scientific presentations and then how to disseminate that knowledge through publications.
These actions would lead to the establishment of guidelines to govern the organization and
the development of specific requirements for membership selection. Collectively, these
aspects and the annual highlights were derived from the archived Minutes and Proceedings,
which are summarized in this chapter.

In the pre-1900s, it was generally accepted that divergent opinions were common in the
discipline of prosthetic dentistry.2 There was a proliferation of patents and proprietary
product development along with the promotion of unproven techniques accompanied by
widespread marketing.3, 4 The members of the NSDP noted that a significant percentage of the
adult population was edentulous. They believed that successful treatment of the edentulous
patient was limited by an incomplete understanding of physiology, function, and anatomy.
Established preventive strategies and agreed-upon standards for clinical care were critically
needed.2 Likewise, the lack of suitable materials impeded the effectiveness of prosthodontic
treatment options. Resolution of these concerns required that scientific research was needed
to substantiate unverified theories or procedures.5, 6
These observations became the strategic cornerstones that would support the framework of
this new prosthodontic organization. Therefore, by design, the NSDP became a “research
society” to address these issues. The outcome of this movement was an opportunity to
establish prosthodontics as a cohesive organization and a specialty.7
ORGANIZATION
The organizational structure of the NSDP consisted of the administrative body (Executive
Council-EC) to create goals to guide the organization and the general assembly (members)
who presented scientific presentations. The organization’s size was purposefully limited to
fifty Active members with a goal of close membership interaction to encourage collaboration.8
Members were appointed to the study and standing committees per the Constitution, Bylaws,
and operational guidelines that aligned with the Society’s mission and goals. The NSDP
created study committees with a goal to first examine various aspects of prosthodontics for
scientific veracity and then for sharing knowledge with the dental community.
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The initial goals of the Society were developed, which were to:
• confine the activities of the Society to complete dentures for the first few years;
• favor for membership those outstanding dentists who were active in lecturing, teaching,
and writing;
• require all members to work and demonstrate on patients during the meetings; and
• limit the Active membership to achieve maximum clinical participation.
The NSDP scientific programs of the early meetings included essays, discussions, demonstrations,
and clinical participation. The NSDP membership emphasized professional development amongst
its members with a commitment toward scholarship and fellowship. Members typically travelled by
train to the meeting, often bringing their own patients for demonstration and teaching purposes.
Annual meetings were of two weeks’ duration from 1920 to 1923, after which they were condensed
to one week. Meetings began in the early morning, carried through the day, and continued into the
evening. Attendance was taken seriously, as a “roll call” was recorded twice daily. Close interaction
(fellowship) occurred among the EC, its members, and invited guests during the open sessions.

National Society of Denture Prosthetists, Boston, 1920. Seated: Drs. Gillis, Wilson, Clapp, Monson, Gysi, Hall, Giffen, and Stansbery. Kneeling: Drs. Sears,
Nichols, Lane, Bailey, Graham, Holaday, Owen, Homer, Nelson, Lowery, Campbell, Caughron, Smedley, and Cross. Standing: Drs. Williams, Hopping,
Furnas, LaDue, James, House, McAfee, Tench, Brenner, McGrane, Peters, and Holroyd.

Members, spouses,
and guests at the 1920
Boston Annual Meeting
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Committees
Designated study committees were the Geometry of Mandibular Movements and
Articulators, Aesthetics and Art, Classification of Mouths and Tissue Conditions,
Geometry, Mouth Examination and Impression Taking, Business Methods and Patient
Education, Research, Publications, and the Standardization of Techniques.
The Geometry of Mandibular Movements
and Articulators
Aesthetics and Art

Classification of Mouths, Tissue
Conditions, and Treatment Indicated
Mouth Examination and
Impression Taking
Business Methods and Education of
Patients Wearing Dentures
Standardization of Techniques

Research
Annual Program

The Clinic Committee
Arrangements Committee
Scientific Investigation and Nomenclature
Publications

Robert Gillis, J. Leon Williams, George H.
Wilson, Alfred E. Gysi, George S. Monson,
Frederick W. Frahm, William A. Giffen
Perc C. Lowery, Norman S. Essig, George
A. Thompson, Forrest Orton, George
W. Clapp
George P. Brenner, Charles A. Lane, Elpha
E. Bailey, Victor Sears, J. G. Hopping, R. R.
Blanchard, Russell W. Tench, W. J. Holroyd
Edwin H. Mauk, Carl D. Lucas,
C. J. Engstrom
William A. Giffen
I. Lester Furnas, Milus M. House, Russell
W. Tench, Addison K. Parks, John
B. LaDue
J. Leon Williams, George H. Wilson,
Frederick W. Frahm
Samuel H. McAfee, Claude J. Stansbery,
Robert R. Gillis, Victor H. Sears, Russell W.
Tench
Claude J. Stansbery
Norman S. Nesbett, John B. Lane, Harry
J. Horner
George H. Wilson, George W. Clapp, J.
Leon Williams
William A. Giffen, Abram Hoffman,
George W. Clapp

The organization used every means possible to publicize its activities and scientific
findings. The aim was to generate new ideas and concepts with a scientific basis and then
present them to the profession. This goal was reached to an almost unparalleled standard
in dental history. Most members in the organization were prolific writers and traveled to
the farthest corners of the world to present educational programs, clinical demonstrations,
and lectures.
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1919 program book
The origin of the National Society of
Denture Prosthetists (NSDP), as noted in the
1919 program book

THE FIRST ANNUAL SESSION
The first scientific session was held October 17–23, 1919, in New Orleans just prior to the
NDA meeting. Following the opening address by NSDP President Giffen, the president of
the NDA, Dr. Victor Vignes, addressed the Society. The program included the following
presenters and topics:
Dayton D. Campbell
George H. Wilson
J. Leon Williams

James P. Ruyl
Louis J. Weinstein
Rupert E. Hall

Carl D. Lucas

What Constitutes Good Vulcanizing
The Anatomy and Physics of the Temporomandibular Joint
A Study of the Temporomandibular Joint with Special Reference
to Lateral Movements of the Jaw in Relation to the Occlusion and
Articulation of the Teeth
The Surgical Treatment of Abnormal Mouths and Facial Restorations
with Artificial Plates
Removable Restorations
Movements of the Mandible and Approximate Reproduction of the
Same for the Arrangement and Grinding of Artificial Teeth for the
Efficient Restoration of Lost Masticatory Function
Alveolar Process Resection
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James P. Ruyl
Dayton D. Campbell
William E. Cummer
Frederick W. Frahm
I. Lester Furnas
Rupert E. Hall

Milus M. House
Charles A. Lane
Perc C. Lowery
George S. Monson
Norman B. Nesbitt
F. Ewing Roach
Victor H. Sears
George B. Snow
Claude J. Stansbery
Russell W. Tench
Benjamin F. Theilen
Louis J. Weinstein

George H. Wilson

The Surgical Treatment of Abnormal Mouths and Facial Restorations
with Artificial Plates
A Practical Demonstration of the Esthetic Possibilities of Continuous
Gum Dentures
War Prosthesis
Clasps for Partial Dentures
A Systematic Technic of Denture Construction
Demonstrating the Approximate Movements of the Mandible and
the Planes of the Teeth as the Guides to the Movements and Deep
Cusp Efficiency
Mouth Treatment Preparatory for Metal Dentures
Practical Demonstration of Impression Taking
Selection of Teeth for Prosthetic Restoration
Studies of Occlusion and Its Variation from a Definite Basic Plan
Points on Cast Clasp Bridge Technique
Cast Clasp Technic
A Consideration of the Masseter Muscle in Full Lower
Denture Construction
Results of Experiments with Caoutchouc
Gold Plate Casting
Demonstration of the Efficiency of Dentures Constructed on the
Gysi Articulator
A Practical Case Illustrating Good and Bad Denture Construction
Removable Partial Restorations: Demonstration of a new and simple
attachment embodying the principles of the Peeso system, applicable
to vital and non-vital abutments in removable bridgework and
partial dentures
Demonstration of the Snow Compensating Vulcanizer and the Victor
Interval Timer
THE ACADEMY GAVEL – THE BEGINNING OF
A TRADITION
In August 1920, at the second annual meeting of the National
Society of Denture Prosthetists, President Dr. Milus M. House,
a Charter member, presented a special gavel to be used by
the president of the Society to call the members to order.
The gavel was not only part of the history of this Society, but
holds a historic interest due to its connection to American
history. The head of the gavel is fashioned from a timber of
the US frigate Wabash, and the handle is from the US frigate
Constitution. In his presentation of this gavel to the Society,
Dr. House asked that it be used henceforth at the annual
meeting to call “Our Loyal Members” to order. The following

The Academy Gavel
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year, President McAfee presented a black leather case for
the safekeeping of the gavel with a silver plate affixed,
provided by Dr. Claude Stansbery and engraved with the
inscription: “Presented by Dr M. M. House – Boston,
Mass, August 1920”. “I asked that this gavel be used at
the Annual Meetings in the coming years to call Our
Loyal Members to order. May this gavel be accepted as a
Token Emblematic of the High Ideals toward which Our
Society is Striving”. The tradition continues today when
the program chair/vice-president presents the gavel to the
president to call the annual meeting of the Academy of
Prosthodontics (Academy/AP) to order. During this time,
the Constitution and Bylaws were developed.

The Constitution and Bylaws
The Official Sections of the
National Dental Association (NDA)

OFFICIAL SECTION OF THE NDA
Prior to the formal recognition of dental
specialties, the National Dental Association
(NDA) designated six section societies and
officers, which included the NSDP.9, 10 In 1922,
the NDA name reverted back to the American
Dental Association (ADA). As the recognized
Prosthodontic Section, the Society provided
select scientific presentations to the membership
of the NDA and ADA at their annual sessions.
The purpose was to share prosthodontic
knowledge with a mission to improve the quality
of care and the oral health of the general public.
In addition to participating at NDA and ADA
sessions, joint meetings occurred with other
organizations, such as the American Society
of Exodontists (American Association of Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgeons-AAOMS), the
American Full Denture Society (American
Prosthodontic Society-APS), and the Pacific
Coast Society for Prosthodontics (PCSP).
Initial meetings of the NSDP were often hosted
within university settings. The Society became
recognized as the key opinion leaders regarding
prosthodontic care with a focus on the geometry
of mandibular movements and articulators,
temporomandibular joint anatomy and function,
pre-prosthetic surgery, and neuromuscular
impression techniques along with the correlation
of skull and typal tooth forms. The Proceedings
and Official Records of the Society were
transcribed for the first ten years.
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Tooth molds developed based on
evaluations of skull measurements

Neuromuscular prosthesis by Dr. Chester Perry

M. M. House collection
of various skulls for the
determination of typal
tooth forms

The Proceedings of the NSDP were recorded,
printed, and bound for the first decade of the
organization.
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MEMBERSHIP
During the era of the NSDP, membership consisted of three categories: Associate,
Active, and Honorary members.8 A category of Life membership did not exist
until 1941. As the Society began, a majority of the Charter members evolved to
become Active members. Subsequent guest speakers who brought important
knowledge to the Society were invited to become Associate members, the
duration of which typically ranged from one to three years before being elevated
to Active membership. This process occurred as long as the number of Active
members did not exceed the fifty-member limit. Honorary members were selected
for membership as they expanded the vision and knowledge base of the Society.
Four Honorary members were elected to receive the highest recognition during
the era of the NSDP as Honorary presidents. A complete historical roster of the
Academy fellowship is listed in the Appendix.
Associate Members
There were three Associate members in the Society who were not dentists
nor physicians: Louis J. Weinstein (1919), Samuel G. Supplee (1920), and
Rudolph L. Hanau (1921). Mr. Weinstein was the director of the Weinstein
Research Laboratories in New York who also collaborated with the Bureau of
Standards in testing dental materials. He presented metallurgical essays before
the NSDP and the ADA Prosthodontic Society Sessions. His work helped to
create standardized dental materials, particularly metal alloys.11, 12 Samuel G.
Supplee opened a dental laboratory in New York City in 1898 and developed a

Rudolph L. Hanau (1881–1930).
Mr. Hanau was an engineer with an
interest in mandibular movements
that led to the development of a
series of articulators. He became an
Associate member of the NSDP in
1921.

Hanau’s Quint schematically described the factors
involved in achieving a balanced articulation.
“Dental Engineering” was a thesis written by Mr.
Hanau and edited by Active Member Robert Gillis.
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technique for constructing seamless gold crowns and bridgework. Mr. Supplee provided
dental equipment and supplies for many of the NSDP patient treatment presentations
(practicals). As an entrepreneur, he held numerous patents and was known for developing
the combined metal palate, lingual gold bar, tube-lock denture attachments, closed-mouth
partial denture impressions, and edentulous trays for compound and plaster impression
materials. He was an author and a past-president of the Society of American Dental
Laboratories.13, 14 Mr. Rudolph L. Hanau was a mechanical engineer whose publications
regarding occlusion and related instruments were well known. Mr. Hanau believed that
articulator movements were only equivalent to anatomical movements that were altered
by denture base movement due to soft tissue mucosal support or “realeff.” He contributed
the “Laws of Articulation” and their direct and indirect parameters within the formulated
mathematical “Quint” to achieve balanced articulation.15-24 The Geometry Committee
deliberated on mandibular movements and the abilities of a variety of articulators that
could capture and reproduce these movements.
The Associate membership interval before becoming an Active member was typically one
year; however, these three Associate members did not advance to Active membership.
Sixty-four Active members were elected into membership between 1919 and 1940.

Monson Articulator (Photo courtesy of Drs. James
House and Louis Rissin)
Hanau H2 Articulator

Gysi Articulator (Photo courtesy
of Drs. James House and Louis
Rissin)
Stansbery Tripod Articulator
(Photo courtesy of Drs. James House
and Louis Rissin)
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Snow Articulator (Photo courtesy of
Dr. Otto Klanow)

House Articulator (Photo courtesy of Drs. James
House and Louis Rissin)

A Rotary Occlusal Grinder was a device that attached to the upper
member of the articulator and was designed to mechanically mill-in
an area of uniform maximal intercuspation.

The Geometry Committee studied the replication
of mandibular movements on the articulator.
Pictured are Drs. Sloan, Stansbery, and Hight (1922).
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Active Members
The Charter members became the first Active
members of the Society. Active membership
requirements included a scholarly presentation,
regular attendance, and continued activity
within the Society. While the majority of
Associate members were elevated to Active
membership, several were elected to become
Honorary members. The first non-charter Active
member to be elected immediately to Active
membership was Dr. Varaztad H. Kazanjian,
a renowned surgeon who wrote extensively
on traumatic injuries and pre-prosthetic and
orthognathic surgery.
In 1929, an open letter of invitation was sent
to the deans of the dental schools inviting
one prosthodontic representative each to be
educators to the 1930 meeting. A record twentytwo guests attended this meeting, of which
eleven were elected to membership: Drs. Cecil J. Bowling, Harvey V. Cottrell, O. DeForest
Davis, Richard H. Kingery, Guy D. Lovitt, Arthur L. Nygard, Frank N. Ralston, John I.
Sloan, Earl S. Smith, William D. Taylor, and Jack Werner.

Dr. Varaztad H. Kazanjian was an oral surgeon who pioneered techniques for
plastic surgery and is considered to be the founder of the modern practice of
plastic surgery. He graduated from the Harvard School of Dental Medicine in
1905 and was the first elected Active member of the NSDP.

In 1939, the EC determined that previously designated Honorary members who began
as Active members would be reclassified as Life fellows. This change was made in
anticipation of the planned Constitution and Bylaws changes that would occur with the
Academy of Denture Prosthetics in 1941. As such, Active Members Elbert B. Owen and
Perc C. Lowery, who were previously elected to Honorary membership in 1936 and 1938,
respectively, were reclassified as Life fellows in 1941.

George H. Wilson, first Honorary
President (1855–1922)
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George B. Snow, Honorary
Member (1835–1923)
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J. Leon Williams, Honorary
Member (1852–1932)

Alfred E. Gysi (1865–1957). Professor Gysi was elected as the first international
Honorary member. He was born in Aareu, Switzerland and at age sixteen began his
dental studies in Geneva, Switzerland. He completed his DDS at the Pennsylvania
Dental College in 1884 and his PhD in 1887. Other notable alumni included Drs.
William Gibson Arlington Bonwill and Edward Angle. He returned to Zurich to
complete his Federal Dentistry Diploma in 1889. He spoke before the Society on three
occasions, bringing a new level of understanding to the science of occlusion with
his adjustable Adaptable and Simplex Articulators and a facebow that was capable
of registering pantographic tracings of mandibular movements. The adjustable
articulators permitted mandibular movements to be replicated to achieve a balanced
articulation. The mandibular movement schematic was by Professor Gysi and Dr. I.
Lester Furnas. Professor Gysi and Dr. J. Leon Williams worked together between 1910
and 1914 and developed the Trubyte Artificial Tooth System. Members of the NSDP
visited Professor Gysi in Switzerland for further study on the geometry of occlusion.

Honorary Members
Every member of the Society was forward thinking and brought unique qualities and
expertise to the Society. Honorary members in particular expanded the horizons and
increased the depth of scientific discovery in prosthodontics, at a time when it was
critically needed for the Society to advance its goals. Honorary members were dentists
and physicians of special merit who brought unique knowledge and experiences to the
Society without the requisite of mandatory attendance. The first three members to be
declared as Honorary members were Drs. George H. Wilson,25-31 George B. Snow,32-37
and J. Leon Williams38-44 in 1918. In 1920, five more were elected as Honorary members:
Professor Alfred E. Gysi along with Drs. William E. Cummer, Martin Dewey, Forrest
H. Orton, and Henry J. Prentiss.45-49 The first and second presidents of the Society, Drs.
William A. Giffen and Milus M. House, were elected to Honorary membership in 1927
and 1931, respectively. These Honorary members and their accomplishments were
highlighted by Charter Member Alexander Paterson’s article that was published in the
seventy-fifth anniversary edition of the Dental Cosmos in 1934.49
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Dr. Alex H. Paterson prepared a manuscript for the
seventy-fifth Dental Cosmos that described the leaders
in prosthodontics, including Honorary members in
the NSDP.

HONORARY PRESIDENTS
The highest honor that a member could achieve was to be declared an Honorary president
of the Society. Honorary presidents were expected to participate in the Executive Council
meetings by imparting wisdom and valuable insight. The designation of Honorary
president was first bestowed upon George H. Wilson at the inception of the NSDP in
1918. George B. Snow followed in 1922, then J. Leon Williams in 1923 and Professor
Alfred E. Gysi in 1933. The Honorary presidents were listed in the annual program
book as a permanent officer preceding the current president of the Society. Their names
remained in every subsequent annual program book. After their death, a newly elected
Honorary president was added.
ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NSDP
The following information was derived from the Minutes of the NSDP from 1919 through
1940. The highlights of each year are described including the president’s name and the
meeting location along with committee and membership activities.
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1919 – President William A. Giffen called the meeting to order on
October 17, 1919, in New Orleans, Louisiana.50-59 The meeting was
well attended by enthusiastic members and guests. Future plans were
discussed at length, and several important decisions were made. It
was decided that subsequent annual meetings would be of two weeks’
duration, and that each year the meeting would be held just prior to
the annual meeting of the NDA, whose name was reverted back to
the American Dental Association (ADA) in 1922. The president of
the NDA, Dr. Victor Vignes, addressed the Society. The mission and
goals were articulated, the Constitution and Bylaws were developed,
and standing and ad hoc committees were created by a vote of twentyseven members who were present. Designated study committees were
Articulators, Aesthetics and Art, Classification of Mouths and Tissue
Conditions, Geometry, Mouth Examination and Impression Taking,
Business Methods and Patient Education, Research, Publications,
and the Standardization of Techniques. A motion was made to create
another committee (Partial Denture Prostheses), but it failed to achieve
consensus after a general discussion, as the members wished to limit the
focus to full denture construction at that time. The first paper presented
was “What Constitutes Good Vulcanizing,” written by Dr. George Snow
and read by Dr. Dayton Campbell. Additional papers and clinics were
given by the Charter members. At the business meeting, Dr. Milus M.
House was elected as the next president and Dr. Samuel H. McAfee
as vice-president and Program Committee chair, with Drs. Wilson,
Campbell, and Tench continuing in their present positions.
1920 – President Milus M. House called the meeting to order on
August 11, 1920, in Boston, Massachusetts, at the Harvard University
Dental School.60-67 The Constitution and Bylaws were ratified. Active
membership was limited to fifty. Dr. Alfred Gysi was present as a guest
speaker and during the meeting was elected as an Honorary member
at a banquet held in his name. The annual budget was set for $100 per
member. During the scientific sessions, membership roll call occurred
twice daily. Papers given by Drs. Gysi, Hall, and Monson were discussed
at length by the membership. It was moved that all papers approved by
the EC shall be presented before the ADA’s annual session. The 1920
NSDP members and spouses were photographed as a group. Mr. Hanau
was proposed as a speaker for the 1921 program.
1921 – President Samuel H. McAfee called the meeting to order on
August 1, 1921, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The meeting included
study committee presentations. President McAfee also served as a
member of the ADA Research Commission. A joint one-day meeting
was held with the American Society of Exodontists (AAOMS). Essays
presented at NSDP meetings were selected to be presented at the
ADA meetings. Members are required to present every three years to
maintain membership. The 1st vice-president position was renamed the

William A. Giffen, President,
1919

Milus M. House, President, 1920

Samuel H. McAfee, President,
1921
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“president-elect.” The president was delegated to manage public relations efforts regarding
edentulous patients. Literary papers were published and bound. Dr. Needles delivered an
illustrated lecture on “The Mechanics of Spherical Articulation,” followed by a lecture by
Mr. Hanau on “Masticatory Movements.” Dr. Wilson presented on “The Muscle Forces of
Mastication,” while Dr. W. Wright presented on “Observations of Jaw Relationship to Be
Considered in Denture Construction,” followed by a second presentation by Mr. Hanau on
“Dental Engineering.” Dr. Tench presented on “The Influence of the Action of Muscles of
Mastication, Expression and Speech on the Design of the Full Maxillary and Mandibular
Dentures.” Mr. Supplee read a paper on “The Relation of the Laboratory to the Profession,”
Dr. Nelson presented on “Arch Form, Face Form, Tooth Form—Harmonius to Grotesque,”
and Monson read a paper with illustrations on “Impaired Function as a Result of the
Closed Bite,” followed by a presentation by Dr. Giffen illustrating the use of wet specimens
to reveal “the movement of the temporomandibular joints.” It was resolved that future
presentations would be previewed by committee, limited to thirty minutes, and followed
by thirty-minute discussions. Approximately ten members constructed dentures for their
patients during the meeting, performing all necessary clinical and laboratory procedures
themselves and subject to the scrutiny of the other members.

Claude J. Stansbery, President,
1922
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1922 – President Claude J. Stansbery called the meeting to order
on July 2, 1922, in Los Angeles, California. Past-President McAfee
presented the leather case for the gavel, which included an engraved
silver plate describing a brief history of the NSDP that was provided by
President Stansbery to call the meeting to order. Papers presented to
the NSDP were assigned multiple reviewers to discuss the presentation
and subsequently edited then submitted to the Official Bulletin of
the NDA (Journal of the American Dental Association-JADA). The
“Continuous Gum Denture” was described by Drs. Bain, Engstrom,
and Graham with comments by Campbell. Those papers not meeting
the requirements of the JADA were submitted to the Dental Cosmos,
Dental Digest, or Oral Health journals. Additional committees were
added: Arrangements, Auditing, Transportation, Specification Edit
and Publications, and Clinic. All papers were mimeographed for
the members. It was resolved that a “loving cup” be presented to Dr.
George Snow in recognition of his contributions and his election as
Honorary president. Dr. Pyror, from Cleveland, presented one of the
first papers on biofilm, “A study of bacterial growths on Prosthetic
Dentures,” on vulcanite and metal bases. At the 1922 meeting, the
completed Constitution and Bylaws of the National Society of Denture
Prosthetists was presented to the membership. It was a concise
document, and each committee was named, with related functions
described. Drs. Giffen and Tench moved that wherever the names of
the officers appear that Dr. George H. Wilson’s name be listed first as
“Past Honorary President.” It was resolved to create a bronze bust of
Dr. Wilson. It was further resolved and published that no member
should associate the NSDP name with products or procedures that
were not officially approved by the EC.
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1923 – President Robert R. Gillis called the meeting to order on August
27, 1923, in Cleveland, Ohio. The meeting was held at Western Reserve
University and included both clinical presentations and practicals. The
Detroit Dental Manufacturing Company, which was established in
1891 by Drs. Robert and John Kerr in Detroit, Michigan, sent various
materials to be used during the patient practicals. Drs. Gillis, Campbell,
and Bruening prepared presentations for a joint meeting with the
American Society of Exodontists (AAOMS). Dr. Cummer presented
on the engineering principles in the design and construction of partial
dentures. After a lengthy discussion, it was decided to have an essayist
present the subject of removable partial dentures on the following
year’s program. Mr. Hanau presented a denture clinic and described his
thirteen factors that govern articulation. The JADA had published an
uncensored article authored by Mr. Hanau that contained criticisms of
the theories of some NSDP members. This public criticism led to animus
between the parties involved. The EC notified Mr. Hanau that the NSDP
took exception to his lack of professionalism. Mr. Hanau subsequently
offered his resignation; however, this submission did not resolve the
issue. At the end of the “stormy” 1923 meeting, resignations were
received by Drs. Needles, Holaday, Thielen, Peters, and President Gillis.
Attempting to resolve the situation, the EC granted a leave of absence.
1924 – President Charles A. Lane called the meeting to order on
November 3, 1924, in Dallas, Texas. Dr. Otto King, the editor of
JADA, addressed the NSDP in view of the tenuous outcome of the
1923 meeting relative to the lack of proper censorship/peer-review
methodology of published manuscripts. Mr. Hanau subsequently
withdrew his resignation with the EC’s approval. Other resignations
were accepted with the caveat that those members could be reinstated
with NSDP approval. The program for the Dallas meeting was of one
week’s duration.

Robert R. Gillis, President, 1923

Charles A. Lane, President, 1924

1925 – President Victor H. Sears called the meeting to order on
September 14, 1925, in Louisville, Kentucky. It was resolved that a
patient education booklet for edentulous patients, sponsored by the
NSDP, would be developed. The membership approved the motion
that all papers to be presented at annual programs should be submitted
thirty days before the meeting. Papers that were to be submitted
for publication were first reviewed and edited by the Editing and
Publishing Committee and subsequently approved by the EC. This
process was the first endeavor as a peer-reviewed process to improve
scientific publications.
1926 – President Dayton D. Campbell called the meeting to order on
August 16, 1926, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It was resolved that
membership in the NSDP be open to professors of prosthodontics
without requiring a presentation. President Campbell requested that

Victor H. Sears, President, 1925
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presentations on “What We Can Learn from our Failures” be presented
by the Society. Dr. Kazanjian read a paper on “Abnormal Mouth
Conditions and Their Surgical Treatment in Denture Prosthetics.” Dr.
Gulick demonstrated a new substitute for vulcanite: Iteco.

Dayton D. Campbell, President,
1926

Russell W. Tench, President, 1927

Finnis M. Hight, President, 1928
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1927 – President Russell W. Tench called the meeting to order
on October 17, 1927, in Detroit, Michigan. All presentations and
papers presented during annual sessions were submitted to the
NSDP. Dr. Giffen was elevated from Active member to Honorary
member. Dr. Cummer gave an essay on partial dentures featuring
sectional impressions. Dr. Prentiss provided radiographic tracings
of the temporomandibular joints in various positions. The patient
education booklet continued to be refined. Dr. Stansbery read a paper
on “The Futility of the Facebow.” A committee of Drs. Giffen, Tench,
and Hight was appointed to meet with ADA President Charles N.
Johnson regarding his critical appraisal stating that “the current status
of full denture construction, and especially that of articulators, has
reached the point where it can only be described as confusion worse
confounded.” The meeting with ADA President Johnson did little to
resolve this issue; however, it brought an increased awareness of the
limitations of removable prostheses along with the instruments and
materials currently in use with their construction. The need for further
advancement in removable prosthodontics was recognized.
1928 – 10th Anniversary – President Finnis M. Hight called the
meeting to order on August 13, 1928, in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Discussions were ongoing relative to a proposed new journal to be
published by the C.V. Mosby Company of St. Louis. The Monson Group
presented a full day of presentations. Dr. Fitzgibbon presented on “Cleft
Palates.” Dr. Gysi presented his research since 1920. Dr. Hall commented
that “except for registering positional relations, no articulator was
adequate to imitate actual jaw movements, and that the only accurate
method of achieving a balanced articulation is to use the mouth as an
articulator.” The NSDP historical origins and past-presidents’ photos
with biographies were placed in the program book.
1929 – President James W. Crawford called the meeting to order on
September 29, 1929, in Atlantic City, New Jersey. It was noted that the
medical profession was beginning to form specialty groups. Honorary
Member Martin Dewey from New York requested support from the
NSDP for the recognition of orthodontics as a specialty. Dr. Dewey
had met with the ADA House of Delegates regarding the status of
orthodontics, which developed an examination board in 1930, becoming
the first recognized dental specialty. It was moved that the NSDP would
present the subject before the ADA House of Delegates with Dr. Dewey’s
support and involvement to develop a national examining board for
prosthodontics. The EC directed that the Society develop a symposium

The History of the Academy of Prosthodontics

of thirteen topics and research findings of the Society and that an
invitation be extended to members of the ADA to attend the annual
session as guests. Subsequent meetings of the Society were to be held at
more centrally located areas and at different locations and times from
the ADA meetings. Dr. Ohl described the relationship between “The
Exodontist and the Prosthetist.” Dr. Stansbery presented on the “Negative
Pressure Technique for Impressions.” The Society wished to expand its
outreach by inviting one representative from each dental college and one
representative from the various manufacturers of dental equipment, and
each member could invite one guest to the next meeting.
1930 – President Addison K. Parks called the meeting to order on
January 16, 1930, in Kansas City, Kansas (Jan.-Annual Session), while
President-Elect James Graham presided over the Denver, Colorado (JulyADA), meeting. The 1930 programs consisted of symposia composed
of the findings of the Society (fifteen clinics) with an open invitation
to members of the ADA to attend the NSDP annual session. Future
annual programs were designed to be 50 percent practical/clinical
demonstrations and 50 percent scientific papers or lectures. The annual
sessions were held the week immediately preceding the Chicago Dental
Society (CDS) midwinter meeting. Fellowship Certificates were approved
for Active members. The new Constitution and Bylaws were ratified. An
all-time high of twenty-one guests attended the 1930 meeting, many of
whom became future members.
1931 – President James A. Graham called the January 24, 1931, NSDP
meeting to order in Chicago, Illinois, during the CDS midwinter
meeting. Dr. William D. Taylor read a paper on “Synthetic Resin Denture
Base Materials.” Dr. Richard H. Kingery gave a presentation on “The
Muscles of Mastication and Expression” that led into the Impression
Group’s presentation. A letter of condolence was sent to the widow of Mr.
Rudolph Hanau.

James W. Crawford, President,
1929

Addison K. Parks, President,
1930

1932 – President James A. Graham called the January 11, 1932, NSDP
meeting to order in Chicago, Illinois, during the CDS midwinter
meeting. This second term as president was due to Dr. George W. Clapp
dropping out of the officer ladder position to pursue a career in radio
broadcasting, which also required Dr. Elbert B. Owen to serve a second
term as president-elect.
1933 – President Elbert B. Owen called the July 31, 1933, NSDP meeting
to order in Chicago, Illinois. Professor Alfred E. Gysi was elected
Honorary president. The Literary Section of the Society presented many
instructive papers. Those contributing were Drs. Arthur Smith, Carl
Boucher, Russell Tench, Clyde Schuyler, Bruce Clark, and Milus House.
Future meetings of the Society were moved to the week preceding the
ADA meeting.

James A. Graham, President,
1931 and 1932
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1934 – President John B. LaDue called the July 30, 1934, meeting to order
in St. Paul, Minnesota. Resolutions included that tooth manufacturers
produce better color and more efficient anterior and posterior tooth forms.
The NSDP, along with the American Full Denture Society (American
Prosthodontic Society-APS), requested that the ADA test denture
base materials by the Bureau of Standards. Key presentations included
“Determination of the Vertical Dimension through a Study of the Rest
Position and Its Association with Centric Relation” by Dr. Niswonger.
Each member was asked to come to the 1935 meeting with a definition of
“balanced occlusion.”

Elbert B. Owen, President, 1933

John B. LaDue, President, 1934

V. Clyde Smedley, President,
1935
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1935 – President V. Clyde Smedley called the October 31, 1935, NSDP
meeting to order in New Orleans, Louisiana. The NSDP annual session
included a joint meeting with the American Full Denture Society (APS)
addressing posterior tooth forms. Each member of the Society was
requested to bring an extracted set of six anterior teeth along with
completion of a questionnaire on denture base materials for evaluation.
NSDP protocol was reaffirmed with prospective members required
to make a presentation before the Society before being considered for
membership, and every member participated by presenting a paper at least
once every three years. At that time, the president became the chair of the
Program Committee.
1936 – President I. Lester Furnas called the July 2, 1936, NSDP meeting to
order in Whittier-San Francisco, California. The first part of the meeting
was held at Dr. House’s post-graduate school by evaluating twenty patients
and posterior/anterior tooth forms. Funding for research on denture base
materials was proposed. Dr. Elbert B. Owen was elected to Honorary
membership. Dr. Furnas wrote the “Origin and History of the Academy”
that appeared in the Minutes, the tenth annual program, and later in the
first issue of the JPD.
1937 – President Bert L. Hooper called the July 5, 1937, meeting to
order in Atlantic City, New Jersey. A final report of anterior tooth forms
was completed and coordinated with the Dentist’s Supply Company.
Standing committees were declared for Complete Dentures, Impressions,
Jaw Relations and Movements, Esthetics and Phonetics, Materials and
Equipment, Biology, and Nomenclature. A new committee was created, the
Direction of Research. The requirement that each member must present
an essay at two-year intervals was reaffirmed, with a copy of the papers to
be submitted thirty days in advance of the meeting and the president-elect
being the Program Committee chair. A one-day joint meeting occurred
with the American Full Denture Society (APS) with one hundred attending.
Future meetings would be composed of papers, reports, table clinics, and
patient demonstrations. President Hooper noted that the future growth
of the Society would depend on the constructive research work of its
members, which would be given an important place on the annual program.
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I. Lester Furnas, President, 1936

Bert L. Hooper, President, 1937

William D. Taylor, President,
1938

1938 – 20th Anniversary – President William D. Taylor called the October 17, 1938,
NSDP meeting to order in St. Louis, Missouri. Ongoing difficulties were noted with
publications being accepted by the JADA, and a meeting was scheduled with the ADA. It
was believed that the JADA’s lack of inclusion of manuscripts from the NSDP prevented
the Society from disseminating scientific information about prosthodontic care. A letter
was prepared by incoming president Dr. Wright to the ADA requesting that at least one
manuscript from NSDP members be published monthly. It was resolved that Society funds
should be set aside to begin a separate publication, depending on the outcome of the
ADA meeting. A one-day joint meeting occurred with the American Full Denture Society
(APS). A committee was appointed to develop a code of ethics for the Society.

NSDP members at the
twentieth annual meeting
in St. Louis, Missouri
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Walter H. Wright, President, 1939

1939 – President Walter H. Wright called the July 10, 1939, NSDP
meeting to order in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Previously designated
Honorary members who were Active members were designated as
Life members. Dr. David W. McLean was charged with developing a
study on the comparative masticating efficiency of various posterior
tooth forms and materials. A one-day joint meeting occurred with the
American Full Denture Society (APS). A discussion on the acrylic acid
denture base materials and the methods used by the manufacturers
and the policy of distribution ensued. A letter was drafted to the
DuPont Company regarding the contents and pricing of materials used
in dentistry. A committee was appointed to redraft the Constitution
and Bylaws, review the name of the Society, and consider the method
of induction to membership, the types of membership, and the
qualifications of candidates. Member Certificates were prepared along
with a “key” (lapel pin) that was made for all past-presidents.
1940 – President Earl S. Smith called the September 1940 NSDP
meeting to order in Ann Arbor, Michigan. The NSDP voted to
change the name of the organization to the Academy of Denture
Prosthetics (ADP). The status and types of membership, qualifications
of candidates, and method of induction to membership were revised,
with members now being called “fellows.” Fellowship Certificates
and past-president keys were to be distributed at the 1941 meeting.
Information was gathered for the incorporation of the Academy. A
new Constitution and Bylaws were prepared. A one-day joint meeting
occurred with the American Full Denture Society (APS).

Earl S. Smith, President, 1940
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