
Th e Emergence of the Specialty of Prosthodontics
As the discipline of prosthodontics rapidly developed, it became apparent that there was a 
need to establish prosthodontics as a specialty of dentistry. In 1940, the National Society 
of Denture Prosthetists (NSDP) voted to change the organization’s name to the Academy 
of Denture Prosthetics (Academy/ADP). During the next fi ft y years, critical activities 
occurred that were essential to the establishment of the ADP, not only as a former 
Society of the American Dental Association (ADA), but now as the ADA-recognized 
sponsoring organization for the specialty of prosthodontics. Th e Academy did not 
celebrate its twenty-fi ft h anniversary, as World War II was ongoing and annual meetings 
were deferred. In 1968, the Academy celebrated its fi ft ieth anniversary in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, with Academy Fellow Daniel H. Gehl presiding. Presidents of the Academy are 
listed in the Appendix.

Chapter Three
The Academy of Denture Prosthetics

Daniel Gehl, President, 1968

Academy of Denture Prosthetics 
(ADP) fi ftieth anniversary certifi cate 
from the American Dental 
Association (ADA)

Jonathan P. Wiens, Brien R. Lang, Gerald N. Graser, and Sreenivas Koka
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Th e ADA requested that the Academy represent the specialty of prosthodontics, a 
process that was deferred until the end of World War II. Th e Academy responded to the 
request by the formal development of the American Board of Prosthodontics (ABP). 
Other important achievements to support the specialty resulted in the creation of the 
Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry (JPD) and the Glossary of Prosthodontic Terms (GPT). A 
series of documents on the Principles, Concepts and Practices (PCP) provided accepted 
guidelines for prosthodontic care. Th e Federation of Prosthodontic Organizations (FPO) 
was created to improve the sponsorship, inclusivity, and representation of prosthodontics 
along with the initial development of educational guidelines for  advanced specialty 
training in prosthodontics. Th e importance of developing a foundation to support the 
Academy’s mission and goals, the seminal impact of implant “osseointegration” on the 
specialty of prosthodontics, and the awareness of the critical need for evidence-based 
dentistry created by  Prosthodontics 21 represented accomplishments that are highlighted 
in successive chapters.

ORGANIZATION 
Th e Academy’s administrative body consisted of the Executive Council (EC) to guide 
the organization and the fellowship who presented scientifi c presentations that would 
explore emerging trends. A recording secretary was added to the EC to assist with 
recording the Minutes and to facilitate the transition to secretary-treasurer. Members 
were appointed to standing committees as outlined in operational guidelines and the 
Academy’s mission and goals. Th e need for the previous study committees was reassessed, 
and they were reorganized within other committees. Th e Academy took on an active role 
by sponsoring the specialty and creating the ABP. Recognizing the need to become more 
inclusive, the Academy motioned to create the FPO, and in the process, this sponsorship 
was transferred to the FPO along with other accompanying needs, such as educational 
standards. Th is necessitated that related committees be developed in a liaison fashion.

 Academy fellows at the 
fi ftieth annual meeting
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THE 1941 28TH ANNUAL SESSION OF THE ADP
The Academy’s annual scientific programs included essays, discussions, and workshops. 
The clinical treatment of patients (practicals) was eliminated. Poster presentations 
were introduced in 1986, which allowed younger clinicians to participate in the annual 
scientific program. The Academy membership emphasized professional development 
amongst its members with a commitment toward scholarship and fellowship, as evident 
in the ongoing mentoring process. Close interaction occurred between Academy fellows, 
invited guests, and spouses. In the ensuing years, the Academy membership numbers 
increased as designated by the EC and the fellowship along with a collaboration with the 
FPO. The twenty-eighth annual scientific program was held in Houston with Academy 
Fellow Richard H. Kingery presiding over the first meeting of the Academy of Denture 
Prosthetics. The 1941 meeting program featured the following presenters and topics:

Carl O. Boucher The Anatomical Basis for Impressions
Ralph H. Boos Centric Relation and Eccentric Functional Relations
David W. McLean Results of Masticating Tests Using Various Types of 

Posterior Teeth
V. Clyde Smedley Functional Bite without the Gothic Arch Tracing for the 

McLean Patient Using Dr. Smedley’s Posterior Teeth
Claude J. Stansbery, J. I. Sloan Analysis of Check Bite Methods with Data Derived from 

Patient Demonstrations
William H. Wright A Study of the Correlation between Face Form and 

Tooth Form in Young Adults
Theodore A. Bodine An Articulator of Own Design Demonstrating 

the Relationship of Tooth Abrasion to 
Temporomandibular Movements

William H. Crawford A Discussion of the Materials Used in the Construction 
of Partial Dentures

Victor H. Sears Partial Denture Construction in Coordination with 
Other Necessary Restorative Work

 1986 poster presentation by Dr. Thomas D. Taylor

1986 poster presentation by Dr. Jane D. Brewer
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Edwin H. Mauk Classification of Partial Denture Cases
Vincent R. Trapozzano Cleft Palate Restorations
Charles R. Turner Physiological Restoration of the Mandible by Surgery 

and Prosthesis
Raymond J. Nagle A New Plan of Dental Education at the Harvard School 

of Dental Medicine
L. Brian W. Swaggert Functional Occlusion in Full Denture Prosthesis
David W. McLean A Demonstration Clinic on Masticating Efficiency
Homer Simpson Full Denture Technic
Walter J. Pryor The Preparation and Curing of Acrylic Resins
Noble G. Willis Partial Dentures
Elbert Crosby Pendleton The Effect of Musculature on Denture Design
Luzerne G. Jordan Occlusion in Complete Artificial Denture Construction
B. N. Pippin, T. R. Moore Lesions of the Temporomandibular Joint Caused by 

Denture Mutilation
Carl Breitner Experimental Findings Following Induced Changes of 

the Vertical Dimension
A. J. Burgess, 
H. H. Montgomery

Lower Denture Stabilization by Impressions

Morris J. Thompson Full Mouth Reconstruction
W. T. Sweeney Some Observations on Expansion and Contraction of 

Acrylic Denture Material in Relation to Its Processing
 
THE ACADEMY SEAL – THE CONTINUATION OF A TRADITION
The Academy developed an official seal, Fellowship and President Certificates, the 
President’s Medallion and Past-President’s Medallion, and the Academy Gavel. These 
items became part of Academy tradition.

The Academy Seal
The Academy Seal was designed 
by Dr. W. Les Warburton in 1956. 
The words “study,” “investigate,” 
“promote,” and “disseminate” were 
embraced as a succinct mission 
statement and were placed onto the 
Academy Seal. These four words 
represented “principles” that were 
developed during the activities of 
the NSDP. The Academy Seal first 
appeared in the 1957 Scientific 
Program Book and on the banquet 
program cover in honor of Dr. I. 
Lester Furnas’s serving for twenty-five 
years as secretary-treasurer.

 The ADP Seal was first used at the thirty-ninth banquet honoring I. Lester Furnas for 
serving as secretary for twenty-five years. The official Academy Seal was adopted for use on 
all subsequent scientific program books, official stationery, and Fellowship Certificates. Left 
to right: Drs. Lawrence Brecht, Sreenivas Koka, Thomas Salinas, and Neal Garrett.
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Fellowship and President Certifi cates
Following the development of the offi  cial 
Academy Seal was the creation of Fellowship 
and President Certifi cates in 1958. Fellowship 
Certifi cates were designated as Associate, Active, 
Life, and Honorary fellowship and signed by the 
Academy secretary-treasurer and president. 

Th e Past-President’s Gavel
At the 1961 San Juan meeting, the group of 
past-presidents met and presented Immediate 
Past-President Harold L. Harris a gavel engraved 
with offi  ce, name, and date in recognition of his 
services to the Academy. It was later decided 
as a tradition to have similar gavels made and 
provided to all past-presidents of the Academy to 
be presented during the installation ceremony. 

Th e President’s and Past-President’s Medallion
President Frank Lott created the fi rst President’s Gold Medallion in 1963. It weighed seven 
ounces and was presented to each incoming Academy president since 1964, beginning 
with Dr. Victor L. Steff el. Reproductions of the President’s Medallion were subsequently 
developed in 1969 by Dr. W. Les Warburton and were presented to all past-presidents.

The Academy President’s 
Medallion was made by 
President Frank Lott in 1963 
and weighed seven ounces. 
The President’s Medallion has 
been worn by all subsequent 
presidents during offi  cial 
functions of the Academy.

The ADP President’s Medallion 
has an inscription on the reverse 
side noting its use during the 
installation of the president.

The Academy Past-President’s Medallion 
was developed in 1969 and has been 
bestowed upon all past-presidents.

Fellowship and PresidentFellowship and President

Academy Seal was the creation of Fellowship 

Academy Fellowship 
Certifi cate, presented to 
newly elected Active fellows
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MEMBERSHIP
During the era of the ADP, there were four categories of membership: Associate, Active, Life, and 
Honorary fellows. Th e membership limit of fi ft y Active fellows continued; however, in 1946, the 
fellowship was enlarged by the invitation of a greater number of Associate fellows. Over time, the 
Associate fellows became Active fellows by the advancement of Active fellows to Life fellowship. 
Th e procedure for attaining membership in the Academy required the presentation of essays at 
the annual meetings and participation in Academy activities. Each year, the Program Committee, 
whose chair was the president-elect and later became the vice-president, would identify 
knowledgeable prosthodontists and invite them to be on the program. Papers presented by guests 
typically were reviewed and discussed. Questions from the general assembly were encouraged. 
Th is unique Academy process oft en provided clarity to the information presented or occasionally 
revealed oversights. Knowledgeable presenters were invited to become Associate fellows. Aft er 
a period of three years and presenting a second paper, the Associate fellow could be elected to 
Active fellowship by the approval of the EC and the Academy fellowship. Th is process has allowed 
the organization to remain dedicated, young in spirit, and energetic in promoting the art and 
science of prosthodontics. A historical roster of the Academy fellowship is listed in the Appendix. 

Honorary Fellows
Honorary members increased the depth of understanding and broadened the scope in 
prosthodontic care. Between 1941 and 1990, a total of twelve individuals were elected to 
Honorary fellowship. Honorary fellows included Drs. John R. Th omson, Harry Sicher, Arvin 
W. Mann, Herbert Koepp Baker, Finn Brudevold, Hamilton B. Robinson, Eugene W. Skinner, 
Edwin N. Kime, Percival C. Lowery, Lindsey D. Pankey, Per-Ingvar Branemark,1-7 and William H. 
Pruden III.8-13

Per-Ingvar Branemark (1929–2014). Dr. Branemark was a professor 
of anatomy at the University of Gothenburg, Sweden and head of the 
Laboratory of Experimental Biology and the director of the Institute 
of Applied Biotechnology. While trained as an orthopedic surgeon, he 
spent much of his professional life in research, contributing more than 
200 scientifi c papers to the literature. His interests were in bone marrow, 
rheumatoid arthritis, and regeneration and reconstruction of bone as 
well as studies in tissue injury, blood, blood rheology, and bone implants. 
He devoted much of his time and energies to osseointegrated implants 
in medically and dentally related fi elds, which signifi cantly impacted the 
specialty of prosthodontics. He was elected as an Honorary fellow in 1984. 

William H. Pruden II (1925–1985). Dr. Pruden was a diplomate 
and director of the American Board of Prosthodontics. He practiced 
dentistry in New Jersey and was a clinical professor at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University. He served as president of the American 
Academy of Restorative Dentistry, American Prosthodontic Society, 
Greater New York Academy of Prosthodontics, Northeastern 
Gnathological Society, New York Academy of Dentistry, and the 
American College of Prosthodontists. Dr. Pruden had been nominated 
for Associate fellow but tragically passed away in March of 1985. 
He was nominated for Honorary fellowship in 1985, refl ecting the 
Academy’s respect for his contributions and accomplishments. 
Academy Fellow Frank Panno is pictured to the right of Dr. Pruden.
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HONORARY PRESIDENTS
The highest honor that a member could achieve was to be declared an Honorary 
president of the Academy. Honorary presidents were expected to participate in the 
Executive Council meetings by imparting wisdom and valuable insight. The designation 
of Honorary president was bestowed upon Life Fellow Percival C. Lowery14-21 in 1966 and 
Active Fellow Arvin W. Mann22-38 in 1972, posthumously. Dr. Mann was the last Honorary 
president to be elected by the Academy. 

ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ADP
The following information was derived from the Minutes of the 
Academy from 1941 through 1990. The highlights of each year are 
described including the president’s name and meeting location along 
with committee and membership activities.

1941 – The first general session of the Academy of Denture Prosthetics 
was called to order by President Richard H. Kingery on October 20, 
1941, at the Texas Dental College in Houston, Texas. Actions included 
moving the annual session to precede the midwinter meeting of the 
Chicago Dental Society, researching the possibility of Advanced 
Specialty Education Programs in Prosthodontics at various dental 
schools, and the preparation of Certificates of Fellowship. Guest 
guidelines were created that encouraged fellows to propose a different 
guest to attend the scientific session annually. The guests were then 
formally invited by the secretary and/or by the EC. The number of 
Associate fellows was restricted to one-third of the total number of 
Active fellows. Associate fellows were elected for a period of three 
years. Dr. Thomas E. H. Shanahan announced a plan underway to 
establish a prosthodontic journal. 

Richard H. Kingery, President, 1941

Percival C. Lowery (1885–1978). Dr. Lowery was a Charter member 
of the Academy who practiced prosthodontics in Detroit, Michigan. 
He was appointed to serve on the ADA’s Research Commission in 1913 
and became the chair of the Research Commission in the late 1930s. 
He was elected as an Honorary fellow and Honorary president in 1966. 

Arvin W. Mann (1908–1971). Dr. Mann was a periodontist 
who was first elected as an Honorary fellow in 1949, was 
subsequently elected as an Associate fellow in 1950, and was 
elevated as an Active fellow in 1952. He was well respected for 
his accomplishments and commitment to the Academy. Over 
the years, he gave fifteen Academy presentations, ranging from 
examination and diagnosis to nutrition and systemic disease, 
periodontal health and RPDs, functionally generated path and 
FPD occlusion, mouth preparation, and restorative pins. In 
1970, he was elected to the position of vice-president of the 
Academy. Unfortunately, he died while he was president-elect. 
He was elected as an Honorary president in 1972, just before he 
was to become president of the Academy.
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1942-45 – Following the Houston meeting, war was raging over Europe and Asia. On 
December 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor was attacked, which drew America into World War II. 
An interim EC meeting was held in Chicago, Illinois, on February 22, 1942, with twenty-
four fellows attending. President Oswald M. Dresen acted on the power granted by the 
Constitution, which required that the EC convene as the Ad Hoc Interim Committee 
of the Academy. The first resolution recognized was that all dues and fees for fellows of 
the Academy who were serving with the armed forces of the United States, based on the 
dangers and sacrifices being made, would be remitted for the period of the emergency. The 
1942 meeting was to be held in Boston; however, transportation and other emergencies 
became such a problem that the Academy meeting was suspended. Additionally, the EC 
voted that 1) the present officers would continue to serve until the next annual meeting, 2) 
no dues would be collected until the next meeting after the war ended, 3) the midwinter 
meeting in Chicago was cancelled, and thus, 4) the Academy remained static for the 
duration of World War II. 

1946 – The first meeting since 1942 was called to order by President 
Oswald M. Dresen in Miami Beach, Florida, on October 6, 1946. It was 
noted that in the past five years, membership had remained constant, 
with four Life fellows and forty-seven Active fellows, which created a 
vacancy for three new Active fellows. President Dresen indicated that 
there was a need to increase the membership to uphold the quality 
of the membership and its value to the organization, to improve the 
quality and number of prosthodontic educators, and to improve 
the quality of prosthodontic materials and the services provided. 
Dr. Lott raised the question of whether the Academy should have a 
“prosthodontic journal” for publishing the papers of the Academy. Dr. 
Nagel suggested a committee was needed to study and review the pre-
clinical teaching in American dental schools. Dr. C. Boucher pointed 
out the need for greater recognition of dental service and prosthodontic 
assistance on the staffs of approved hospitals. Action was directed to 
the ADA and the Hospital Dental Service Committee. A committee 
was appointed to develop prosthodontic nomenclature. The report 
on the Committee for Certification directed that the ADP establish a 
Board of Certification consisting of nine members to cooperate with 
the ADA in the certification of specialists in the field of prosthodontics. 
Nominations included twenty-one names from the membership of the 
ADP. The nine members elected were Drs. Carl O. Boucher, Oswald 
M. Dresen, Fred C. Elliott, Bert L. Hooper, Irving R. Hardy, Richard H. 
Kingery, David W. McLean, Claude J. Stansbery, and Russell W. Tench. 

1947 – President John I. Sloan called the annual meeting to order 
on July 27, 1947, in Boston, Massachusetts. Dr. Boucher reported 
that the ADA had incorporated the request for hospital staffing of 
prosthodontists in their annual report. It was noted that an individual 
Mr. Page, an engineer, had copyrighted certain dental terms and names 
related to an impression technique (mucostatics) that he claimed to 
have developed and threatened suit against any individual using these 

Oswald M. Dresen, President, 
1942–46

John I. Sloan, President, 1947
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terms without permission. Two annual program presenters who were 
to present on impression techniques were absent for fear of a copyright 
impingement. The ADP condemned this practice and wrote letters 
to the ADA and the Tycomum Company (who sponsored Mr. Page). 
Resolutions included honorariums for non-member presentations; a 
committee to create position statements on theory, techniques, and 
materials; and a need to increase the Active membership number 
beyond fifty. The Basic Principle Committee reported on guidelines 
approved by the fellowship for removable partial denture design, 
immediate dentures, temporomandibular disorders, impressions 
for complete dentures, and definitions of centric jaw relation and 
centric occlusion.

1948 – President David W. McLean called the annual meeting to order 
on June 21, 1948, at the Michigan Union in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Numerous reports were given including the recommendation that the 
name of the organization be changed to the Academy of Prosthodontics, 
that Academy fellows pursue American Board of Prosthodontics 
certification, and that an active Committee on Nomenclature be 
maintained. A motion picture from the Bureau of Standards under 
the auspices of the ADA Dental Research Council was presented. 
Discussions continued about the development of a prosthodontic journal 
for papers presented before the Academy and other organizations. 

1949 – President Irving R. Hardy called the annual meeting to order 
on June 13, 1949, at the Indianapolis Athletic Club in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Concerns were expressed regarding government programs to 
institute socialized medicine for dentistry. Dr. A. Grunewald reported 
on the ongoing research by the Dental Department of the Bureau 
of Standards at the US Navy. President Hardy appointed a Research 
Steering Committee to work with the military services. Recurring 
concerns were expressed regarding the apparent dictatorial nature of 
the ADA journal in preventing articles related to prosthodontics being 
published. The Academy resolved that a letter be sent to the ADA 
and the JADA requesting appropriate consideration. The Publication 
Committee (Drs. Shanahan, McLean, Jordan, and Smedley) was 
asked to investigate the possibility of publishing, in book form, papers 
presented before the Academy. 

1950 – President Jack Werner called a special meeting on April 
30, 1950, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to discuss the report by the 
Publications Committee. Dr. Shanahan reported on the efforts of 
Dr. C. Boucher, who approached the C.V. Mosby Company for 
publishing papers given before the Academy. It was recognized that 
the American Denture Society (APS) and the Pacific Coast Society 
for Prosthodontics (PCSP) should be included. Representatives from 
the three organizations met with Mr. Joe Rogers from the C.V. Mosby Jack Werner, President, 1950

David W. McLean, President, 
1948

Irving R. Hardy, President, 1949
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Company to determine the number of issues, number of papers to 
be included, editorial board, editor-in-chief, and subscription rates. 
President Werner called the annual meeting to order on May 1, 1950. It 
was moved that each member of the Academy would receive a copy of 
the journal, to be paid by membership dues. Th e Academy Bylaws were 
amended to establish an editorial representative or committee, followed 
by the nomination of six names of which three individuals were elected: 
Drs. Carl O. Boucher, Raymond J. Nagel, and Claude J. Stansbery. Dr. 
Boucher was elected editor-in-chief, creating a vacancy that was then 
fi lled by Dr. Th omas E. H. Shanahan. Th e Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry
was declared to be the offi  cial publication of the Academy.

1951 – President Carl O. Boucher called the annual meeting to order 
on April 28, 1951, in the Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D.C. Th e 
Academy resolved that the organization be incorporated under the 
laws provided for non-profi t organizations in Illinois. Educators’ and 
military service members’ annual dues were reduced by one third, 
and the dues included an allocation for the annual subscription of 
the journal. Dr. Kingery reported on undergraduate, graduate, and 
post-graduate prosthodontic education, much of which was alarming. 
Dr. Schuyler reported on the Principles, Concepts and Practices and 
nomenclature documents. Academy members were requested to submit 
all presentations for publication in the Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry. 

1952 – President Raymond J. Nagle called the annual meeting to order 
on March 16, 1953, in New Orleans, Louisiana. A lengthy and complete 
report was given by Dr. Carl Boucher, the editor of the JPD. Relative 
to fellowship, Life and Active fellows may nominate a candidate for 
fellowship during any annual meeting. Subsequently, the Fellowship 
Committee investigates the qualifi cations of the nominees and presents 
its fi ndings at the next annual meeting. Honorary fellowship was 
bestowed upon Dr. Edwin N. Kime, Active fellowship to Dr. Arvin W. 
Mann (formerly an Honorary fellow), and Associate fellowship to Drs. 
Louis S. Block, Emmett Beckley, and Frank C. Hughes.

1953 – President Ralph H. Boos called the annual meeting to order on 
April 12, 1953, in Los Angeles, California. Th e ADA requested that the 
Academy organize a scientifi c exhibit at the next ADA annual session. 
Th e Academy declined, noting several disadvantages. President Boos 
requested that the American Board of Prosthodontics make an annual 
report to the Academy and that Active and Associate fellowship not 
be increased at this time. Dr. Carl O. Boucher was recognized and 
complimented as editor of the JPD. Th e Fellowship Committee made 
the following recommendations as a guide: the Academy fellowship list 
in the Academy should be kept fi lled at all times; the fi rst consideration 
for fellowship should be given to the Associate fellows, except in 
extreme emergency; and Active fellowship should come from the 

 Carl O. Boucher, President, 1951

 Raymond J. Nagle, President, 
1952

 Ralph H. Boos, President, 1953
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Associate list. It was recommended that selection be made according 
to tenure and subject to the following conditions: 1) knowledge and 
willingness to work and impart knowledge is the primary consideration 
for any type of fellowship, but especially Active fellowship; 2) honesty, 
sincerity of purpose, modesty (not to be confused with timidity), 
and ability in research, practice, or teaching are desirable qualities; 3) 
selfishness, personal ambition, and commercial connections or interest 
(as the individual’s primary motive) are undesirable qualities; and 4) 
because of the intimacy of its meetings, social relations (ability to argue 
violently, if necessary, about the technical subjects and yet be friends 
after the argument) are important, and possibly deciding factors, if 
other factors are equal.

1954 – An interim EC meeting was held in Cleveland, Ohio, on 
September 27, 1953, with President W. Les Warburton presiding and 
thirty-five fellows in attendance. The annual meeting was scheduled 
for Miami Beach, Florida, April 12–17, 1954, along with a trip to Cuba 
following the meeting. Dr. Carl Boucher noted the importance of 
creating a glossary for prosthodontic nomenclature. The Constitution 
and Bylaws were revised, and a membership nominating form 
was developed.

1955 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Clyde H. 
Schuyler on May 1, 1955, in New York, New York. The Nomenclature 
Committee completed its work on the Glossary of Prosthodontic Terms 
(GPT), which was then submitted to the editor of the JPD. The 1956 
Annual Session was dedicated to the honor of Dr. Claude J. Stansbery, 
Charter member and past-president. Dr. Shanahan declined to be 
considered for the position of president of the Academy; however, he 
remained active in Academy activities. Further consideration was given 
to increasing the membership size. Dr. Stanley G. Standard was elected 
to Associate fellowship.

1956 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Cecil 
H. Bliss in Colorado Springs, Colorado, on April 29, 1956. The 1956 
Annual Session was dedicated to the honor of Dr. Milus M. House, 
Charter member and past-president. An Assistant Secretary-Treasurer 
position was created to allow a transfer of duties. The fiscal year extends 
from December 1 to November 30. It was moved that Past-President 
Certificates (fifty) would be created and that the president and secretary 
would sign the certificates. The official Academy Seal was created 
that had four words inscribed on the image of an open book: “study,” 
“investigate,” “promote,” and “disseminate.” 

1957 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Muller M. 
DeVan on April 28, 1957, in Columbus, Ohio. Fellowship Certificates 
were prepared for all fellows of the Academy, to be distributed in 1958. 

Clyde H. Schuyler, President, 
1955

 Cecil H. Bliss, President, 1956

W. Les Warburton, President, 
1954
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Discussions occurred regarding reducing the meeting from 
fi ve days to three, fellow participation at regular intervals, 
and encouragement of younger and geographically dispersed 
members. Secretary-Treasurer Furnas was honored by a 
special banquet in his honor. Dr. I. Lester Furnas had served 
as secretary-treasurer for twenty-fi ve years, and he thanked 
the Academy for its kindness and generosity in permitting him 
to serve.

1958 – Th e annual meeting was called to order by President 
Luzerne G. Jordan on May 4, 1958, in Detroit, Michigan. A 
letter was received from the ADA requesting that the Academy 
participate in its one-hundredth meeting. Th e Academy 
adopted the seal as designed by Dr. Warburton, which was 
used on the Past-President Certifi cate and now as the offi  cial 
seal of the Academy. Th e presidents of the American Denture 
Society (APS), Pacifi c Coast Society for Prosthodontics (PCSP), 
American Academy of Restorative Dentistry, American 
Academy of Crown and Bridge Prosthodontics (American 
Academy of Fixed Prosthodontics-AAFP), and Greater New 
York Academy of Prosthodontics were invited to the 1959 
Academy meeting. Th e induction of Active fellows script 
was prepared by Dr. Victor Sears. Upon special request and 
approval by the EC, an Active fellow may be permitted Life 
fellowship prior to twenty-fi ve years of service. Th e statements 
of the Committee on Principles, Concepts and Practices (PCP) 
required an 85 percent vote of the fellows for acceptance and 
approval. Dr. Tench noted that the list of twenty-three Charter 
members that was printed in the 1920 copy of the Constitution 
and Bylaws of the NSDP had omitted other Charter members. 
At the request of the EC, the names listed in the Minutes of 
pages 6–7 on May 8, 1958, were restated as an accurate list of the 
Charter members according to Drs. Lowery, Sears, and Tench.

 Muller M. DeVan, President, 
1957

A banquet was held in honor 
of I. Lester Furnas in recognition of 
his service as secretary-treasurer 
for twenty-fi ve years.

Luzerne G. Jordan, President, 
1958
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1959 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Vincent 
R. Trapozzano on April 12, 1959, in Louisville, Kentucky. Dr. Jordan 
reported final resolution with the IRS relative to a tax-exempt non-
profit status. The Academy encouraged the recruitment of eligible 
young men and women based on their education and training and 
requested that the ADA Council on Dental Education increase efforts 
in encouraging further educational studies in dental technology. The 
Academy funded a yearly JPD subscription to one student in each 
dental school. 

1960 – The annual meeting was called to order on June 19, 1960, by 
President Harold L. Harris in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Permission was 
granted to Stedman’s Medical Dictionary to use terms from the Glossary. 
The Connecticut State Dental Laboratory requested 1,500 copies of 
the committee report on dentist and dental laboratory relations, the 
Myerson Tooth Mfg. Co. requested permission to use two terms from 
the PCP report, and Quintessence Publishing Company asked to 
translate the PCP into other languages. Dr. Warburton requested that 
the EC accept a contribution of $25,000 to the Education & Research 
Foundation (E&R Foundation) of the Academy of Denture Prosthetics. 
A similar amount was contributed by the Editorial Council of the 
JPD with additional contributions being made by the membership. 
The revised Glossary was approved for publication in the JPD. It was 
resolved by the ADA Council on Dental Education that the Academy 
would continue to be recognized as the sponsoring parent organization 
for the American Board of Prosthodontics. An Oral Health Committee 
was appointed to study the “denturist” movement.

1961 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Andy W. 
Sears on May 7, 1961, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The ABP requested 
nominations from the Academy for board examiners. At the San Juan 
meeting, a group of past-presidents had met and given Immediate 
Past-President Harris a gavel engraved with office, name, and date. It 
was decided to have similar gavels made and given to all past-presidents 
of the Academy. The E&R Foundation was activated with a board of 
trustees and articles of incorporation and bylaws (Utah). Representing 
the Oral Health Committee, Dr. Trapozzano met with ADA Secretary 
Hildebrand and the Laboratory Association for a joint commission 
regarding prosthodontics. The Academy proposed the development of 
“Statements of Minimal Standards of Denture Service.” 

1962 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Arthur R. 
Schmidt on April 29, 1962, in Colorado Springs, Colorado. The PCP 
document was distributed through the E&R Foundation. An all-day 
workshop was planned to discuss the Oral Health Committee report. A 
Code of Ethics Committee was discussed. The Installation Committee Andy W. Sears, President, 1961
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prepared the appropriate verbiage for the installation of officers and fellows. The Bylaws 
were changed to include the Oral Health Committee and the Committee for Consultation 
with the American Board of Prosthodontics. 

1963 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Frank M. Lott on May 5, 1963, 
in Miami Beach, Florida. The EC attended a meeting at the ADA Council on Dental Trade 
and Laboratory Relations. PCP Report #3 was published in the JPD. A need was reported 
for a change in the requirements for board certification in special areas of dental practice. 
President Lott created the first President’s Gold Medallion, which weighed seven ounces 
and was to be presented to each incoming Academy president. 

1964 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Victor L. Steffel on May 
24, 1964, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The Nomenclature Committee was working with 
other organizations’ nomenclature committees to compile a more complete glossary. The 
presidents from other prosthodontic organizations accepted the invitation to attend the 
Milwaukee meeting. It was moved to transfer the current funds from the Education & 
Research Foundation to a new foundation. A future workshop was planned for matters 
pertaining to the ABP. The Policy Committee reported on the need for each Active and 
Life fellow to bring a guest and that the Associate fellow category be kept filled as well as 
the need to increase its number. Consideration was also given to changing the name of 
the Academy.

1965 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Stephen G. Applegate on May 
16, 1965, in Chicago, Illinois. It was noted that the fellowship totaled seventy-six, consisting 
of twenty-one Life, forty-two Active, and thirteen Associate fellows. The ADA provided a 
new policy of listing specialists; of interest was the cut-off of listing newly elected Active 
fellows as specialists unless they met other requirements. Dr. C. Boucher proposed the 
consideration of an association of all prosthodontic societies organized as a body or 
group of specialists to approach the ADA, which became the Federation of Prosthodontic 
Organizations (FPO). The Policy Committee reported that the constitutional numerical 
ceiling of the fellowship should be maintained at the existing numbers, a majority did not 
wish a name change (47-6), and that one of the requirements for Associate fellowship shall 
be a formal essay presentation. Travel compensation was eliminated.

 Arthur R. Schmidt, President, 
1962

 Frank M. Lott, President, 1963  Victor L. Steffel, President, 1964 Stephen G. Applegate, 
President, 1965

100 Years of Fellowship and Scholarship 57



1966 – The annual meeting was called to order on May 15, 1966, by 
President LeRoy E. Kurth in Louisville, Kentucky. The Committee 
for Consultation with the ABP presented desired changes in board 
requirements. Academy delegates would meet at the FPO meeting 
in Chicago in August. The EC annual meeting was called to order by 
President Kurth, and Dr. Boucher recommended that the Glossary be 
reprinted along with the PCP. Over 50,000 copies of the Glossary had 
been disseminated around the world. Dr. C. Perry noted that a PCP 
workshop was planned with the fellowship voting on 105 statements on 
complete prosthodontics and 174 statements on partial prosthodontics.

1967 – President S. Howard Payne presided over the Toronto, Ontario, 
meeting May 21-25, 1967. The Oral Health Committee discussed 
a movie being made on work authorization for dental laboratories, 
supported by the ADA Council on Dental Trade and Laboratory 
Relations. Dr. Kurth represented the Academy at the ADA Conference 
on Educational Standards for Dental Technicians. Dr. Grunewald noted 
that a total of 290 laboratories were currently accredited; however, 
the National Association of Certified Dental Laboratories (NACDL) 
offered certification instead of accreditation. Dr. D. Atwood reported 
that a liaison was established with the International Association for 
Dental Research through the fellows of the Academy. It was noted that 

LeRoy E. Kurth, President, 1966
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156 prosthodontic research projects were ongoing. The third edition 
of the Glossary was completed. Dr. R. Lytle reported on “Adequate 
Prosthodontics for the Elderly,” which outlined six objectives. Dr. C. 
Boucher reported on the FPO, which had now reached 1,700 members. 
While the Academy is currently recognized as the official sponsor of 
the ABP, by directing action through the FPO to the ADA, a favorable 
action was anticipated. The ADA requested that consultants be identified 
to act in evaluation of prosthodontic programs in conjunction with 
the Council on Dental Education. Dr. Daniel H. Gehl reported on the 
“Standards for Essential Preparation and Training for the Specialty of 
Prosthodontics” in preparation for a joint meeting of the FPO EC, ABP, 
the Committee for Consultation with the ABP, and the ADP officers.

1968 – 50th Anniversary – In 1968, the Academy celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary in New Orleans, Louisiana, in a meeting presided over by 
Dr. Daniel H. Gehl. The Academy’s scientific sessions expanded well 
beyond the discipline of removable prosthodontics and increasingly 
included fixed and maxillofacial prosthodontics. The relationship of the 
Academy to the FPO was managed through the Policy Committee. The 
PCP statements were published in the JPD in 1968 with copies made 
available through the E&R Foundation. A pamphlet to be published by 
the FPO titled “What is Prosthodontics” and “The Minimum Clinical 
Standards for Prosthodontics” was submitted by the Academy. Dr. 
Atwood reported on the “Essential Requirements for Denture Base 
Materials,” and 85 percent of the fellowship responded and approved 
sixty-one items as being desirable qualities, which were reported in 
the JPD.39 The FPO sponsored a workshop on dental education that 
included Academy representatives and the Association of Dental 
Schools.40 Dr. Payne reported that the Council on Dental Education 
(CDE) was conducting a review of graduate training programs. 
Amendments to the requirement of specialty practice, definition of 
special areas of practice, and the need for each specialty to develop 
guidelines to be utilized were under consideration. It was recommended 
that graduate prosthodontic program directors be diplomates of the 
ABP. Dr. Mann moved that the management of the Glossary be moved 
to the E&R Foundation. The JPD changed from bimonthly to monthly, 
as circulation had increased to 15,000. A gold “key” (lapel pin) was 
developed by Dr. W. Les Warburton with the Academy Seal that would 
be presented to Active fellows when they were inducted. Charter 
Certificates were presented to Drs. I. Lester Furnas, John B. LaDue, and 
Percival C. Lowery. Dr. Lytle reported that there were 319 diplomates of 
the ABP and that the CDE for examination by the board had approved 
“Maxillofacial Prostheses” for examination. The ADA secretary, Dr. 
Harold Hillenbrand, addressed the Academy, noting the contributions 
to the science and practice of prosthodontics, the growth of the 
specialty, and the continued need for close cooperation with the ADA 
and dental laboratory industry. 

S. Howard Payne, President, 1967
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1969 – Th e annual meeting was called to order by President George 
A. Hughes in Honolulu, Hawaii, on May 11, 1969. Replicas of the 
President’s Medallion were developed by Dr. Warburton to be presented 
to all past-presidents. Th e Academy supported the ADA House of 
Delegates and CDE action on continuing education, and it opposed 
any policy that restricts or deters the maintenance of state licensure. 
President Hughes recommended that the Academy focus on the cost, 
quality, and delivery of prosthodontic care in future programs. 

1970 – President Charles H. Jamieson called the annual meeting to 
order on May 17, 1970, in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Dr. Perry noted 
that a symposium on occlusion was planned for 1971 along with a 
PCP workshop in 1973. Dr. A. Brewer recommended a brainstorming 
session to discuss various questions about the future role of the 
Academy relative to the number of prosthodontists, dental technicians, 
dental auxiliaries, insurance procedures, and delivery of prosthodontic 
care to the underprivileged. Discussion occurred regarding the FPO 
having a central offi  ce in the ADA building as well as to explore the 
possibility of an international conference in prosthodontics with 
constituent societies serving as “sections.” Th e program included a 
presentation by a psychiatrist with considerable experience with dental 
patients. A presentation of the  Pankey-Mann-Schuyler Technique 
was presented by Dr. Mann. Dr. Warburton completed his twelft h 
year as secretary-treasurer, while Dr. Atwood served as the assistant 
secretary. Th e FPO Oral Health Committee reviewed a report on 
“Specialists in Prosthodontics.”41 Dr. Lindsey D. Pankey was elected to 
Honorary fellowship.
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1971 – President Arthur L. Roberts called the annual meeting to order on May 16, 1971, 
in Detroit, Michigan. The FPO had requested the Academy hold a workshop on the 
minimum laboratory standards. Discussion on changing the name of the organization 
resurfaced but was defeated. The Committee on Current Legislation reported next to the 
war in Vietnam, health legislation was the most important topic for Congress, with nine 
proposals being reviewed. The E&R Foundation funded “The Prosthodontic Workshop 
on Complete Denture Occlusion”42 in 1972 and underwrote the printing of 10,000 copies 
of Add Youth to Your Smile by Prosthodontics.43 The Academy representation on the Joint 
Commission for Dental Laboratory Accreditation reported shortcomings in accrediting 
and training dental technicians. The Batelle Report on the Dental Laboratory Industry was 
reviewed and revealed little that was not already known. Dr. Gehl made the FPO report, 
noting that the ADA believed the FPO should not be involved with scientific sessions but 
should become the official spokesperson for prosthodontics, which was the current role of 
the Academy. It was noted that when the ADA asked the Academy to create the American 
Board of Prosthodontics (ABP), it was limited to removable prosthodontics. Therefore, 
after careful deliberation, the Academy agreed to move the board sponsorship to the FPO. 
(A letter was written to the ADA CDE requesting approval of this transfer.) Life fellowship 
was changed to twenty years and attained the age of sixty, or for Active fellows who have 
served through all of the offices, or by special request (ill health/retirement).

1972 – President Alvin H. Grunewald called the annual meeting to order on May 14, 
1972, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Dr. Roland D. Fisher was nominated to the office of 
president-elect to fill the vacancy created by Dr. Arvin W. Mann’s untimely death. Dr. 
Mann was unanimously elected as Honorary president. The FPO would operate from an 
ADA central office as of June 1, 1972. Dr. K. Kapur distributed copies of “Report of the 
Current Status of Prosthodontic Research,” which lists ongoing research within the United 
States and the need to promote prosthodontic research. The task force reported on the 
needs and trends in prosthodontic services. Consultants to the ADA CDE would now 
come from the FPO with nominees from the Academy. Dr. W. Laney presented a detailed 
American Board of Prosthodontics report. 
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1973 – President Roland D. Fisher called the annual meeting to order 
on May 10, 1973, in Houston, Texas. A “think tank” session was added 
to the annual program. Considerable discussion centered around 
the criteria for membership to determine eligibility for Academy 
membership and that presentations should be formally critiqued 
by the entire membership. Poster presentations were a part of the 
annual program.

1974 – President Chester K. Perry called the annual meeting to order on 
May 19, 1974, in San Francisco, California. The ADA sent a citation to 
the ABP in recognition of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding 
of the board. The Fellowship Committee reported openings in Active 
fellowship and that Associate fellows with two or three years as an 
Associate should be considered for 1974. Only one paper was required 
for elevation to Active fellowship at that time. Dr. O. Applegate noted 
that the PCP was last published in 1967, requiring a workshop and 
subsequent revision. Dr. Aull reported on the Oral Health Committee 
and the possible need to legislatively adopt “minimal standards” for 
the dentist and the technician. Dr. Kapur reported that a request for a 
Prosthodontic Section within the International Association for Dental 
Research had been submitted. President Perry’s address included 
intentions to challenge the status quo of the specialty; select intelligent, 
courageous, straightforward men and women to become Associate 
fellows and increase the number to twenty-five; remember the corporate 
nature of the Academy; be sensitive to the needs of the specialty of 
prosthodontics; and be missionaries for excellence in prosthodontics. 
Maxillofacial prosthetic terms were added to the Glossary by Drs. J. 
Schweitzer and K. Adisman. Concerns with “denturism” were discussed. 
It was moved to increase the Associate fellowship category from fifteen 
to twenty. Dr. Lytle expressed serious concern with the de-emphasis in 
prosthodontic education in dental schools. 

1975 – President Robert B. Lytle called the annual meeting to order 
on May 18, 1975, in Washington, D.C. The meeting was dedicated to 
Dr. Bert L. Hooper (first president of the ABP). A $25 donation was 
sent to the E&R Foundation in his memory. Dr. J. Hickey, the new 
editor of the JPD, indicated a reduction in the backlog of manuscripts 
was in progress by rejecting more manuscripts and increasing the 
size of the Journal and because there were now nine section editors 
representing all the disciplines in prosthodontics. Dr. Atwood and Dr. 
Charles Bolender attended the American Association of Dental Schools 
(AADS) conference. It was noted by other prosthodontic faculty that 
there had been a significant reduction in curriculum time in removable 
prosthodontics. Dr. Bolender resolved that the Academy should send 
the AADS a rebuttal noting a lack of concern for the oral health of the 
patient as well as the trend being in conflict with the ADA, educators, 
and clinicians. Dr. A. Brewer proposed a survey to determine the Robert B. Lytle, President, 1975
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prosthodontic knowledge and educational needs and requirements of 
dentists. This request was forwarded to the FPO. The Academy supported 
the International Prosthodontic Congress meeting that was planned by 
the American Prosthodontic Society (APS) for October 18–21, 1978. 

1976 – President Heinz O. Beck called the annual meeting to order on 
May 9, 1976, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Dr. Ebel noted that the PCP 
would now have over 400 statements for review by the fellowship and 
these would be distributed by the E&R Foundation. The 1976 Academy 
meeting was dedicated to Drs. Andy W. Sears, Walter H. Swartz, and 
W. Les Warburton. The University of Detroit was made the official 
custodian of the Proceedings of the NSDP (and is currently in the 
possession of the History and Records Committee). Program Chair 
Hickey planned a workshop on occlusion and nutrition, and a thirty-
minute limitation was reconfirmed for other presenters. Dr. Adisman 
reported on the preparation of the fourth Glossary, with new terms to 
be voted on by the fellowship including general and maxillofacial terms, 
speech and hearing terms, and dental implant terms. The fifth PCP was 
compiled by Dr. Ebel and submitted to the JPD for publication. Drs. 
Lytle and Grunewald attended the eleventh annual meeting of the FPO 
in Chicago. The FPO sponsored the Second International Prosthodontic 
Congress. An ad hoc committee on the future of the Academy was 
developed by Dr. Hickey to address the serious challenges facing 
prosthodontics. The committee consisted of Drs. Atwood, Henderson, 
Lytle, Wood, Laney, Long, Hickey, and Grunewald. Dr. Dayton D. 
Krajicek reported on the current legislation, noting that the denturist 
bill was defeated in Maine. The ADA and the State of Oregon funded a 
pilot program in Oregon aimed at preventing further spread of illegal 
dentistry through patient education. 

1977 – President Judson C. Hickey called the annual meeting to order 
on May 8, 1977, in San Antonio, Texas. Dr. Atwood moved that the 
Education Committee become a standing committee, whose function 
would be to 1) examine the guidelines approved by the FPO for pre-
doctoral and post-doctoral programs in prosthodontics, act as a 
liaison with the FPO and the AADS, minimize illegal dentistry and 
advance education relative to the recruitment of qualified applicants, 
and improve the quality and quantity of programs; 2) implement and 
sponsor continuing education programs; 3) support the Fellowship 
Committee in developing guidelines for criteria for Academy 
membership such as leadership in education, research, practice, dental 
societies, and organizations, as well as to ensure presentations reflect 
personal contributions to prosthodontics, professional attitude and 
maturity reflect the objectives of the Academy, and candidates who 
demonstrate high potential for membership fit the current needs in 
geographic distribution and desired balance among educators, private 
practitioners, and federal service; 4) uphold research as a high priority 
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in relation to the goals of the Academy, requiring that research be of high quality and be 
followed by meaningful discussions with a presentation given in advance of the essay; 
and 5) resolve concerns for the sense of separation by both the membership and the 
elected representatives regarding operational mechanism of fellowship by improving the 
communication between the Fellowship Committee and the membership, publishing 
periodic reports on the timing of Associateship, and developing an orientation program 
for Associate fellows informing them of the activities and responsibilities of the various 
categories of fellowship. Additional items included the following: Active and Life fellows 
should receive the Minutes of the council as they occur, a newsletter would keep the 
fellowship informed of the activities of the EC along with select reports, the Policy 
Committee should hold announced open sessions, all business meetings should allow 
adequate time for discussion, and a method should be developed to allow members to 
indicate their preference for committee appointment along with an operations manual 
and procedural guide designed for each committee. The ad hoc Committee on the Illegal 
Practice of Prosthodontics prepared a formal resolution to the FPO and the ADA, and 
Dr. A. Martone reported on the Committee on Dental Care Programs focus on problems 
that develop between a third party and the dentist-patient relationship indicating a 
need to help third-party carriers recognize the specialty of prosthodontics. The fourth 
edition of the Glossary and the PCP-1976 would be published in the JPD in 1977. The 
JPD circulation was 18,969. The E&R Foundation funded PCP reprints and research 
grants to the University of Minnesota, University of North Carolina, and University of 
Southern California as well as administration expenses for the Second International 
Prosthodontic Congress.

1978 – The annual meeting was called to order by Vice-President 
Douglas Atwood (President Arthur E. Aull was ill) on May 14, 
1978, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Dr. K. Rudd reported on the one-
and-a-half-day CE program to be held at a university preceding the 
Academy program in 1979. An extensive JPD report was given by 
Dr. Hickey including the number, types, and page count of articles 
published. Circulation had now reached 20,000 with subscribers 
from ninety-one different countries. Dr. Blatterfein reported that 
the fourth edition of the Glossary was published; all component 
organizations of the FPO were invited to contribute to the Glossary. 
Dr. Martone reported on the Information and Education Committee 
regarding public media, interviews, membership involvement, and 
denturism. Access programs—a statewide professionally accepted 
method to provide quality denture care for the elderly and financially 
disabled—was highlighted. The E&R Foundation continues to 
support the PCP. The AAMP was invited to the PCP workshop to add 
maxillofacial statements.

1979 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Allen A. Brewer on May 
13, 1979, in Scottsdale, Arizona. Secretary Laney noted the loss of six Life fellows: Drs. 
Aull, Hughes, Lowery, Schuyler, Steffel, and Trapozzano. A donation was made by the 
Academy in their name to the E&R Foundation. The annual program organized by Dr. 
Atwood included an RRR symposium and a workshop on doctor-laboratory technician 
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communication for occlusion followed by clinical practice and education. 
Dr. G. McGivney reported on six recommendations by the Education 
Committee including guidelines for teaching undergraduate removable 
prosthodontics; the knowledge, attitude, and skills requisite for general 
practitioners and prosthodontists; and evaluation procedures for graduating 
dental students. The FPO continued to support the guidelines for Advanced 
Specialty Education Programs in Prosthodontics, stating, “The program 
should include all disciplines of prosthodontics; removable and fixed 
prosthodontics and maxillofacial prosthetics.” The FPO opposed changes 
in the ADA’s ethical policy related to the liberalization of announcement of 
limitation of practice. The E&R Foundation managed reprints of the GPT 
and the PCP. The Public Information and Relations Committee reported 
on two taped television sessions on NBC and CBS with an interview of Dr. 
G. Murrell, the news coverage by the Arizona Republic, and the Phoenix 
Gazette interview of Dr. L. Boucher on dental implants, followed by radio 
coverage by KXIV (NBC) on the Jim Hutton Talk Show. 

1980 – President Douglas A. Atwood called the annual meeting to order on 
May 18, 1980, in Daytona Beach, Florida. The associate editors of the JPD 
were invited to attend the annual session. Dr. Charles C. Swoope outlined 
the designated W. Les Warburton Memorial Lecture (in honor of the E&R 
Foundation’s founder), to be given by Dr. Benjamin Moffett on “The Life 
Cycle of the Periodontal Joint.” Education Committee: Dr. McGivney 
formalized the first CE course on “Updated Meaningful Procedures for 
Denture Patients” given by Drs. Pound, Murrell, and Lord preceding the 
annual session. The FPO planned a leadership conference on May 8–9, 
1980, to include FPO officers, delegates, and the directors of the ABP. The 
FPO received a motion to transfer the ABP to the American College of 
Prosthodontists (ACP) but was defeated. In the Guidelines for Dentist-
Laboratory Communication, Drs. Smith and Guichet outlined occlusal 
constructs for removable, fixed, and dentate occlusions. The current status 
of educational guidelines on removable prosthodontics would be published 
in the Journal of Dental Education, while the current status of the graduate 
(post-doctoral) education would be formalized by the AADS. Task 
Force on Advanced Dental Education: Dr. McGivney completed several 
recommendations with methods to attain stated goals. The percentage 
approval of the PCP statements by the fellowship was reaffirmed at 85 
percent approval to be accepted. The Public Information and Relations 
Committee, with the help of Dr. Long, achieved Daytona Newspaper 
coverage, and interviews with Dr. Joseph Cappuccio (ADA immediate 
past-president) and President Atwood were followed by taped interviews 
of Drs. Lang, Long, and Murrell by WESH-TV for broadcast. The Oral 
Health Committee reported on federal and state legislative actions and the 
activities of denturists and expanded-duty auxiliaries. President Atwood 
gave a reflective and challenging presidential address noting the limitations 
impacting prosthodontics and calling upon a need for an increased 
awareness and introspection by the fellowship. 
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1981 – President Alexander L. Martone called the annual meeting to 
order on May 17, 1981, in Seattle, Washington. President Martone noted 
the Academy’s legacy and continued responsibility for the ABP, the JPD, 
the Glossary of Prosthodontic Terms, the publication of the Principles, 
Concepts and Practices, the E&R Foundation, continuing education 
courses, and the FPO, which was formed by existing prosthodontic 
organizations to assume leadership in a concerted action and to be the 
one spokesperson of proven authority in relationships with the CDE 
and the board of trustees of the ADA. Secretary Laney noted, “Though 
external forces continue to exert adverse influence on the Academy and 
challenge its position and activities, the organization remains one of 
the most viable, contributing groups in all of prosthodontics.” Academy 
rosters remained constant with twenty-eight Life, forty-eight Active, and 
thirteen Associate fellows. Dr. D. Henderson outlined the planned annual 
session with Life fellows: a PCP workshop and the second Warburton 
Lecture that would be presented by Alan Hannam, BDS, PhD from the 
University of British Columbia. The Academy workshop on dentist-
laboratory communications on occlusion was forwarded to the ADA 
Council on Prosthetic Services and Dental Laboratory Relations via the 
FPO. The Education Committee concerning the Task Force Document 
on Advanced Dental Education was forwarded to the ADA and the 
AADS by FPO approval. The Second Annual Continuing Education 
Course on Removable Partial Dentures would precede the annual 
session with Drs. Blatterfein and Long serving as faculty. The Education 
Committee of the FPO sponsored a conference for directors of advanced 
prosthodontic education programs. The goal was to establish educational 
objectives, establish specific recommendations on new guidelines and 
requirements, determine why board-eligible prosthodontists were not 
taking the ABP examination, and provide criteria and recommendations 
for the development of an in-service training exam. Oral Health 
Committee: Dr. Lang recommended a workshop concerning “After 
Care of Dentures.” The Policy Committee recommended the increase 
of Active fellows from fifty to sixty, the limitation of the number of 
inductees to Associate fellow to three per year, to confer automatic Life 
fellowship on Active fellows who had been in good standing for twenty-
five years, and that the name of the Academy of Denture Prosthetics be 
changed to the Academy of Prosthodontics. The E&R Foundation funded 
eight grants in 1980 and two grants in 1981. 

1982 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Davis 
Henderson on May 16, 1982, in Boston, Massachusetts. President 
Henderson gave a moving address on loyalty to the Academy and 
the challenge to “change,” approval of the number of Active fellows 
was limited to sixty and Associate fellows to twenty, Active fellows of 
twenty years could request Life fellowship, and fellows of twenty-five 
years automatically become Life fellows. The membership roster was 
twenty-eight Life, forty-eight Active, and fourteen Associate (ninety 
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total). The Academy was asked to respond to a number of initiatives including the ADA 
Future of Dentistry and the FPO recognition of dental specialties and requirements for 
advanced training programs. The percentage of practice time devoted to restorative and 
prosthodontic services may decrease as a function of patient and operation volume, 
but not necessarily as a function of the complexity of treatment. The FPO conducted 
a workshop on post-doctoral programs in prosthodontics that created measurable 
parameters in the didactic and clinical areas of training programs. Dr. Perry reported on 
the Academy name change with nearly equal fellowship responses for and against the 
proposal. The Committee on Current Legislation provided an update on federal and state 
legislative actions, noting that twenty-one denturist bills were introduced between 1981 
and 1982. The Dalis Foundation in Norfolk, Virginia, contributed $30,000 to the E&R 
Foundation. Dr. Brien Lang reported on the Special Ad Hoc Committee, providing a 
detailed and referenced document on the requirements for advanced specialty programs. 
The document outlined the criteria for recognition of specialty areas and the position 
of the FPO with regard to public protection. Also included were the need for improved 
quality of care, the demonstration of substantial public need, and the clinical limitation 
of practice, along with well-defined clinical experiences and skills that are beyond those 
of the general practitioner. The FPO and the ADA Council on Dental Education resolved 
that prosthodontics will continue to be recognized as a specialty. In 1982, osseointegration 
and implant prosthodontics were introduced to North America by Dr. George Zarb.

1983 – President Charles L. Bolender called the annual meeting to order on May 8, 1983, 
in Coronado, California. The 1983 Annual Session was dedicated to Charter Fellow I. 
Lester Furnas. Nomenclature Committee Chair Dr. Jack D. Preston presented the revision 
for the Glossary. The consultation with the American Board of Prosthodontics nominated 
Dr. Ronald P. Desjardins to replace Dr. Thomas A. Curtis, whose ABP term expired in 
1984, and the EC forwarded Dr. Desjardins’s name to the FPO. The FPO proposed the 
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development of the FPO consultation with the ABP committee to centralize the process 
and eliminate previous inequities. The FPO now consisted of twenty organizations and 
planned a Third International Prosthodontic Congress. A workshop was suggested 
on the topic “The Longevity of Complete Dentures” and “Peer Review and Quality 
Assessment.” Dr. Laney was recognized for his leadership skills in advancing the mission 
and goals of the FPO, the ABP, and for the outstanding manner in which the secretary-
treasurer organized the Academy Minutes and financial records. PCP: Drs. Smith 
and Ebel noted that a three-year plan was in place for the next edition, which would 
include topics on complete, removable partial and fixed partial dentures; maxillofacial 
prosthetics; temporomandibular joints; and occlusion and periodontal considerations 
in prosthodontics. The JPD Editorial Council, the E&R Foundation, and the FPO 
would fund the project. The Nomenclature Committee reported on the timeline for the 
Glossary acceptance of terms from other organizations (1984), processing submissions 
and workshops (1985), voting by the fellowship (1986), and publication (1987). Dr. H. 
Landesman presented “I’m a Prosthodontist; You’re a What?” at the annual session. The 
Dental Care Programs Committee (Jordan) recommended that a brochure be created to 
answer: “What is a Prosthodontist?” 

1984 – President A. Albert Yurkstas called the annual meeting to order 
on May 12, 1984, in Kansas City, Kansas. The fellowship roster included 
twenty-four Life, fifty-five Active, and ten Active fellows. Dr. William R. 
Laney reported that the 1983 ADA House of Delegates recommended 
all dental specialties be reviewed periodically to determine the need for 
their existence; submission of the documentation for prosthodontics 
was July 1, 1986, and involved the FPO and the ABP. PCP: Dr. Smith 
held a meeting at the ADA building and invited input from all 
member organizations of the FPO. The PCP Committee completed 
the final editing with the fellowship then voted on the statements. 
Future revisions would contain sections on overdentures, implants, 
and periodontal aspects of prosthodontics with funding by the ADP, 
E&R Foundation, Greater New York Academy of Prosthodontics, JPD 
Editorial Council, and FPO. The time interval for guest attendance 
was reduced from five to three years. The Nomenclature Committee 
assigned the FPO organizations various aspects of the Glossary for 
review for a planned publication in 1987. The Academy resolved that 
“the FPO is cognizant of the need for the ADA Marketing Plan.” In 
the interest of the public and dental profession, it was recommended 
at the earliest possible time consideration be given to the inclusion 
of prosthodontics in the ADA Marketing Plan. Professor Per-Ingvar 
Branemark was installed as an Honorary fellow of the Academy in 
1984. Elected to Associate fellowship were Drs. Richard P. Frank and 
Alex Koper.

1985 – The annual meeting was called to order by President William F. Braasch on May 
19, 1985, in Hilton Head, South Carolina. It was moved to develop a photo roster that 
would include the fellows and their spouses as well as the Constitution and Bylaws and 
committee guidelines. Dr. William H. Pruden had been nominated for Associate fellow 

A. Albert Yurkstas, President, 
1984
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but tragically passed away in March of 1985. Dr. Pruden was nominated 
for Honorary fellowship to reflect the Academy’s respect for his 
accomplishments and contributions to prosthodontics. It was proposed 
that Honorary fellow recipients be listed in the annual program during 
their lifetime and those who were awarded posthumously were to be 
listed for one year. It was moved by the Policy Committee that the 
Academy appoint a historian to maintain the historical records of the 
Academy, and Dr. Chester K. Perry was appointed. 

1986 – President William R. Laney called the annual meeting to 
order on May 10, 1986, in Toronto, Ontario. The Review of the 
Specialty, developed by President Laney, was forwarded to the FPO 
with suggestions as well as to the ADA Committee on Fragmentation. 
President Laney’s address was well received and noted that organized 
prosthodontics had not received its rightful place in dentistry and 
failure to actively support the FPO may continue. He discussed 
the need for a long-range financial plan, a national symposium on 
prosthodontics, and formal lobbying of the ADA House of Delegates. 
The Program Committee: Drs. McGivney and Rudd previewed the 
1986 Toronto meeting, acknowledging the twenty essayists and thirteen 
table clinicians including Dr. Thomas Albrektsson (Gothenburg, 
Sweden), Bo Bergman (Umeo, Sweden), and M. D. Murray (Hong 
Kong) with support from the Dalis Foundation. Research and Projects: 
Dr. Wilkie assigned four literature reviews on trismus, RPD design, 

 William F. Braasch, President, 
1985

William R. Laney, President, 1986

Drs. Louis Blatterfein, Gary 
Goldstein, and Leonard Kobren 
at the Welcome Reception at the 
Toronto, Ontario meeting in 1986
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osseointegration, and implants. Oral Health: Dr. Plekavich reported 
on working with the ADA, outlining sterilizing techniques and other 
steps to prevent cross-contamination in the office, laboratory work 
authorizations forms, and patient general information pamphlets. 
Current Issues: Dr. D. Wendt recommended that a national symposium 
on prosthodontics be held to deal with the many problems facing the 
profession, which should include other organizations and the FPO. It 
was noted that the Bylaws required 100 percent attendance of the Active 
fellows and Associate fellows at scientific sessions unless excused by the 
EC. Active fellows needed to invite one guest each, the vice-president 
would become the program chair, the president-elect would appoint 
committees and members thirty days in advance of the annual meeting, 
and Honorary fellows would be retained in the program. Active fellows, 
upon reaching the age of sixty-five and who are not actively involved in 
the practice of dentistry or teaching or are not receiving their primary 
income from same, would be eligible to request Life fellowship. 

1987 – President Kenneth D. Rudd called the annual meeting to order 
on May 16, 1987, in Monterey, California. President Rudd gave his 
address and noted that the Academy was successful because it was 
able to exert a strong leadership role in prosthodontics. As Academy 
members are highly visible within other organizations, they have 
a greater understanding of the big picture of prosthodontics and 
champion the good for all and for the public and to further unite the 
fragmented field of prosthodontics. Dr. Laney reported on the national 
symposium that would be jointly sponsored by the ADP and the FPO, 
with an invitation extended to other FPO organizations to participate in 
April 1989 at the Mayo Health Sciences Center in Rochester, Minnesota. 
Topics included were professional affairs, delivery of services, third-
party relations, education, research, patient and public relations, and 
implant prosthodontic requirements. A proposal was received by the 
ACP relative to the sponsorship of the ABP; the Academy drafted a 
letter that the FPO should retain sponsorship. The makeup of the JPD 
council was expanded to include the ACP as well as the founding three 
organizations (ADP, APS, and PCSP). 

1988 – President Glen P. McGivney called the annual meeting to order 
on May 14, 1988, in Freeport, Bahamas. The Ad Hoc Committee for 
Financial Planning: Drs. Ira E. Klein and Gerald M. Barrack reviewed 
the application for a new tax-exempt foundation organized under the 
new IRS rules. Mechanisms for fellow and unrestricted commercial 
contributions were being developed. Seventieth anniversary medals 
would be presented to all past-presidents. PCP: Per Dr. Smith, the 
document was approved by the fellowship using the same format 
as approval of the Glossary. FPO: Dr. Swoope noted that the ACP 
requested that the ACP and FPO meet with the ADA to discuss joint 
sponsorship of the Board; the ADA declined and suggested changes 

Glen P. McGivney, President, 
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needed to occur within the FPO. It was moved at the FPO meeting that the ACP will 
become Council for the Affairs of the ABP, replacing the FPO committee. Oral Health: 
Dr. Plekavich reported on the “Guide to Choosing a Dental Laboratory, Nursing Home 
Pamphlet, [and] Infection Control Guidelines for the Office and Dental Laboratories 
along with the NADL and User Guide to Procedures.” Education: Dr. Frank Kratochvil 
reported on the standards for pre-doctoral, GP residencies, and graduate education with 
implants to be included in the curriculum. The AADS recommended the reduction of 
prosthodontic curriculum and moving prosthodontics into restorative dentistry.

Academy fellows at the Freeport, Bahamas 
meeting in 1988

President McGivney called on Drs. Steve 
Parel, Ron Jarvis, and Ted Riley during the 
President’s Installation Banquet, noting their 
absence during the scientific meeting, as they 
were playing a round of golf. The threesome 
were remorseful.
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1989 – The annual meeting was called to order by President I. Kenneth Adisman on May 
11, 1989, in Corpus Christi, Texas. Prosthodontics 21 continued to be developed with 
fundraising by President Adisman and Program Chair Lang; the ADA president and 
some trustees were present. Dr. VanBlarcom reviewed the proposed ADP Foundation 
documentation and verified that the transmission of gifts via the Foundation met IRS 
regulations for deductions to the donors. Policy: Dr. McGivney reported that the name of 
the organization should be changed to “The Academy of Prosthodontics” and table seating 
was pre-assigned with a mix of Life, Active, and Associate fellows and their guests at the 
Welcome Banquet. President Adisman gave an insightful address noting accomplishments 
and concerns for the future. 

I. Kenneth Adisman, President, 
1989

Subsequent to the golfing misadventure in 
1988, President Adisman presented a Perfect 
Meeting Attendance Trophy to Drs. Ron Jarvis 
and Ted Riley.

Interestingly, Dr. Steve Parel was nowhere 
to be found; apparently, Dr. Tom Reddy was 
involved.
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1990 – The annual meeting was called to order by President Douglas C. Wendt 
on May 20, 1990, in Palm Springs, California. Research and Projects: Dr. Riley 
recommended that a distinguished lecturer/educator/researcher award be given by 
the Academy similar to the Schweitzer Award or a Distinguished Lecturer Award 
given by the Greater New York Academy of Prosthodontics. History and Archives: 
Dr. Perry arranged for the Academy archives to be housed at the ADA repository. 
Dr. Richard J. Grisius was nominated to replace Dr. Ronald P. Desjardins on the ABP. 
Dr. Laney was designated as the first recipient of the Carl O. Boucher Award at the 
FPO meeting. Nomenclature: Dr. VanBlarcom noted that the Glossary should be 
revised every five years. Academy of Prosthodontics Foundation: Dr. VanBlarcom 
proposed a new foundation, a 501(c)(6), that would allow improved funding. The 
policies with nine recommendations from the Prosthodontics 21 symposium were 
distributed to the fellowship and subsequently printed in the JPD.44 A strategic 
planning session was approved unanimously, with the committee consisting of Drs. 
Lytle, McGivney, Rahn, Goodacre, and Desjardins (chair). It was recommended that 
the Academy consider international members. Dr. Lang moved and Dr. Desjardins 
seconded the motion for the name change to “The Academy of Prosthodontics,” 
which captures the scope of interests within the organization; this was approved by 
more than the required three-fourths vote of the fellowship. The five-day meeting 
format was reaffirmed along with elimination of previous guest restrictions. The 
Secretary-Treasurer position would formally be preceded by a two-year Recording 
Secretary position. The Ad Hoc Committee, consisting of the three past-presidents, 
suggested that the size of the organization be increased to one hundred by 1994, with 
recruitment from outside of the United States and Canada. 

Douglas C. Wendt, President, 
1990

Dr. S. Howard and Mrs. Ann 
Hardy Payne along with Mrs. 
Kathleen and Dr. Sal Esposito 
at the Palm Springs, California, 
meeting in 1990
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